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PASSIVE OBEDIENCE, 
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| Chriflian Submiſſion to Perſonal : Injuries : 


Wherein is ſhewn, that the ſeveral texts of ſcripture, 
which command the entire ſubmiſſion of /ervanrs or 


 flaves to their maſters, cannot authorize the latter zo 


exact an involuntary ſervitude, nor, in the leaſt degree, 


juſtify the claims o! modern Slavebolders. 
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—Þ GRANVILLE SHARP, 


—_ 


© SERVANTS, obey in all things (your) maſters, accord 


« ing tothe fleſh; not with eye ſervice, as men pleaſers, but 


in fingleneſs of heart, fearing God: &c. Coloſſ. iii. 22, 
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THE 


LAW or PASSIVE OBEDIENCE, 


OR 


CHRISTIAN SUBMISSION 10 


PERSONAL INJURIE 


H D illegality of ſlavery among 
Chriſtians is a point which I 


hav 3 laboured to demonſtrate, 28 
being deſtructive of morality, and con- 


ſequently dangerous both to body and 


ſoul. There are nevertheleſs ſome par- 


ticular Texts in the New Teſtament, 


which, in the opinion even of ſeveral 


well meaning and diſintereſted perſons, 


ſeem to afford ſome proof of the tolera- 
tion of flavery among the primitive 
Chriſtians ; and, from thence, they are 


= induced 


tr 


induced to conceive, hat Chriflianity 


doth not oblige its profeſſors to renounce 
ze practice Ne 


A learned and reverend correſpondent 
of mine ſeems to have adopted this no- 
tion, and has ſignified his opinion near- 
ly to the ſame effect, in a private letter 


to me on this ſubject, to which J have 


not yet ventured to ſend him a reply, 
. though it i a coaſiderable time fince I 
received his letter ; but, to ſay the truth, 
the queſtion in which I had never before 
apprehended any difficulty, was render- 
ed very ſerious and 1 important, upon my 
hands, by my friend's declaration; and I 


thought myſelf bound to give it the 
ſtricteſt examination, becauſe I concei: 


ed (as I do ſtill) that the honour of the 
Holy Scriptures, which of all other 


things, I have moſt at heart, was con- 


cerned in the determination of the point | 
in queſtion ; ; and yet I know, that my 
friend 
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friend is full as zealous for the honout 
of the Scriptures as myſelf, and much 
more learned in them, being very emi- 


nent in that moſt effential branch of 
knowledge. 


I believe allo that he is perfectly diſ- 
intereſted, and of undoubted Chri/tian 
benevolence. The objection has therefore 
acquired an accumulated weight from 
the authority and worth of the perſon 
who made it ; and conſequently, it de- 
manded more circumſpection and read- 
ing, tv anſwer it in any reaſonable time, 
than my ſhort broken intervals of leiſure 
(the only time that I was then maſter 
of ) would permit me to beſtow upon it; 
and as ſo muchtime has already elapſed, 
the anſwer which I originally intended 
for my friend's private peruſal, ſhall now 
be addreſſed to all well meaning perſons 
in general, who may have had the ſame 
motives for admitting 1 in any degree the 


legalit y 


421 


fegaliry of flavery ; ; and that there are 


many ſuch (even among thoſe that are 


concerned in the practice of ſlavehold- 


ing) the example of my. diſintereſted 


friend's opinion, and common charity, 2 


oblige me to ſuppoſe. I ſhall therefore 


conſider my friend s opinion as the com- 


mon excuſe of our American and Weſt 


Indian brethren for tolerating leer a- 
among them. 


© T do not think (fays he) that Chri 2 


- tranity releaſed ſlaves from the obligation 
they were under according to the cuſtom 


© and law of th e Countries, where it was 


« propagated.” 


This objection to my gene del doctrine 


* expreſſed | in the moſt guarded terms z 
— lo guarded, that it obliges me to ac- 


knowledge, that the obſervation is, in 


ſome reſpects, ſtrictly true. My pre- 
ent attempt is not to confute, but 


rather 
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3 
rather to demonſtrate wherein this 
truth conſiſts, which will afterwards 
enable me to point out ſuch a due 


limitation of the doctrine, as will ren- 


der it enticely conſiſtent with the 
bypotheſis, wbich I have ſo long labour- 
ed to maintain, viz. the abſolute illega- 
Ju of flavery among Chriſtians, 
In conformity to my wor thy friend's 
declaration 1 muſt firſt obſerve, that 
the diſciples of Chriſt (whoſe Kingdom, 
he himſelf declared.“ is not of TH1s 
© wORLD.' John xviii. 36. * had no 
expreſs commiſſion to alter the TEMP0= 
RAL CONDITION or MEN, but only 
to prepare them for 4 BETTER WORLD 
by the general doctrines of faith, Hope, 
charity, peace and goodwill, (or univer- 
ſal love and benevolence to all man- 
kind) ſubmyton to injuries, dependence up- 
on God, &c. &c. &c. which (though 
general dodtrines) are amply and ſuffi- 
cicntly 


[ 8 1 
ech eeklode indeed. for the por= | 
 Zeillar reformation of ALL, conDITIONS 
"OF MEN; when" fincerity is not want- 
Ing in the application of them; but 
the principal intention of the whole ſyſ⸗ 
ö dem 1s evidently to draw men from the 
the cares and anxieties of 755 preſent life, 
to à better hope in the 1 fe ta come, 
2 which is Chriſt's proper kingdom : : 
| Chriſtian ſervants therefore were of 
courſe inſtructed to be patient, to be 
humble and ſubm! Ave to their maſters, 5 
1 © n9t only to the good and gentle, but al- 
* fo to the froward.” So that even 2// 
uſage does not juſtify perverſeneſ of be- 
Haviour i in chriſtian flayes. 


N. INT * 


6. TRR apoſtle Pa] alſo frequently in in- 
en the abſolute neceſſity of an 
. unfeigned obedience in the behaviour . 
-6f chriſtian ſervants to their maſters, 
Let every man abide i in the fame calling 
* wherein he was called. Art thou 
_—_ 8 © called. 
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© called being a forvant ? care nat fer i 1 
Kc. 1 Cor. vii. 21. and again, Ser- 
* vants be obedient to them that are (your) 
© maſters according to the fleſh, with fear 
and trembimg, in fingleneſs of your 
© beart as unto Chriſt; not with eye ſervices 


© as men. pleaſers, but as the ſervants of 


« Chriſt, doing the Will of God from the 


Heart; with good will doing ſervice, as to 


© the Lord, and not to men: knowing that 
* whatſoever good thing any man doeth, the | 
© ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, ube- 
* ther he be bond or free,” Ephel. vi 5-8. 
Again, * Servants obey in all things 
(your) maſters according to the fleſh; not 


« with Se ſervice, as men plegſers, but 


in fingleneſs of heart fearing God: and 


* whatever you do, do it heartily, as 10 


0 rhe Lord, and not unto men. Colo. i iii. 
22, 23. The ſame apoſtle inſtructs Ti- 
* mothy to recommend obedience to ſer- 


* vants, Let as many ſervants (lays the 


5 apoſtle) as are under the yoke, count 


3 * their 
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© their on maſters worthy of all bomur, 
bat THE NAME OF GOD AND HIS 


© HOCTRINE BE NOT BLASPHEMED. 
And they that have believing maſters, let 
* them not deſpiſe (them) BECAUSE THEY 


© ARE BRETHREN; BUT RATHER DO 
(them) sERvICE, BECAUSE THEY 


© ARE FAITHFUL AND BELOVED PAR“ 


#. FAKERS OF THE BENEFIT, Theſe 
© things teach and exhort : If any man 


© feach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whole= 


* ſome words, (even) the words of our 


Lord Teſs Chriſt, and to the deftrine 
© eh ts according t0 godlineſs 3 


© the truth, ſuppoſing that gain is godli- 


* refs. From ſuch withdraw thyſelf. But 


© goalineſs with contentment is great gain. 
©: et we e brought nothing into (this) world, 


. 0 and 


be 15 
c proud, knowing nothing, but diting | 
© about qu ions, and frifes of words, 
© whereof cometh envy, ftrife, railings, 

med. farm ifmgs, perverſe diſputings of 
nen of corrupt minds, and de eflitute of 
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* and it is certain we can camty nat hing 
« out. And having food and raiment, let 
© us be therewith content. 1 Tim. vi. 

*1 to 8.—And again he inſiſts on the 
4 ſame. doctrine, * (Exhort) ſervants, 

« (lays he) to be obedient unto their own 
« maſters, (and) ta pleaſe (them) aell in al 
things, not anſwering again, not pur- 
Joining, but ſhewing all good fidelity; 
© that they may ADORN THE DQC> 
© TRINE OF GOD OUR SAVIOUR IN 
* ALL THINGS. Titus ii. g, 10. 5 


Tursz Texts are amply ſufficient to 
prove the truth of my learned friend's 
aſſertion, ſo far as it relates to rug 
' DUTY OF THE SLAVES THEMSELVES, 
but this abſolute ubm Mon required of 
Chriſtian ſervants, by no means implies 
the legality of ſlaveholding ON THE 
PART. OF THEIR MASTERS, which 
le ſeems to o apprehend, RY 


12 J 
Tux flave violates no precepts: of 
the goſpel by his abject condition, pro- 
vided that the ſame is involuntary (for 
if he can be made free, he is expreſsl/ 
commanded by the apoſtle to uſe it ra- 
tber d) but how the miſter who enfor- 
ces that involuntary ſervitude, can be 
faid to act conſiſtently with the Chriſtian 
profeſſion, is a queſtion of a very dif- 
ferent nature, which I propoſe to ex- 
amine with all poſſible care and impar- 
| Liality, being no otherwiſe intereſted in 


It, than as a Chriſtian who eſteems boch 


maſters and ſlaves as brethren, and con- 
ſequently, while he pities the unhappy 
tempor al condition of the latter, is ex- 
tremely :nxius for the etc rnal weſfre 
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1 ak thou cal! (being) a ſervant # care not fir is; | 
BUT ir THOV MAYEST BB MADE FREE, VSB IT N 
' THER. For he that is called in the hord (bein, ) a fervans, 
is the lord's freeman, Tc. * Je are bought 'abith a Price, 

3x nor YE THE SBRVANTS OP MR. 3 Cor. ri. a. 3. 


of the former. 


1133 
In Avn already admitted, >thit Cutis- 
TIANITY DOTH NOT RELEASE SLAVES, 
, from the obligation they: were under ac- 
cor ding to the cuſtom and lau of the. 


countries where jt was propugated, 


agreeable to my learned friend's aſſers: 
tion, in favour of which I; have pro- 
duced a variety of texts: but as 206. 
reaſon of the lau, (according to 4 
maxim of the Exgliſb law) 3s the life qt 
* the law, we cannot with juſtice: 
draw any concluſion from thence, in:fas 
vour of the maſter's claim, till we have 
examined the principles, on which the 
doctrine of ſubmiſſion, in theſe ſeveral 
texts, is founded; and we ſhall find, ups 
dn a general view of the whole, that 
the principal reaſon of enforcing the 
g Paige was not ſo much becauſe the 
perſans 0 whom it was: addreſſed, 
hr? leben as ect they ver, C 
Zigus, and were to overcome EvII. 
SSS e ene eee eee e with 
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with coop, to the GLORY, Of GO 


and RELIGION. 


Tursr principles are clearly expreſſed 


in ſeveral of theſe very texts, and implied 
in all of them, viz. g That the name of 


God and bis dockrine be not Plaſphomed. : 


(1 Tim. vi. 1.) and again, that they 
© may adorn the doftrine of God our Savi- 


eau, IN ALL THINGS. (Titus i 11. 10) So 


that a zeal for the GLORY oF op, and 


: of nis REL1GION (the principles of the 
firſt great commandment) is the appa- 
rent ground and ſole purpoſe of the 


_ Chriſtian fave's suBMISsTION, which 


was therefore to be © wWwãITH $INGLE- 


© NESS OF HEART AS UNTo CHRIST.“ 


not with eye ſervice, AS MEN PLEASERS, 
© buf as THE SERVANTS OF CHRIST, 
„ doing the will of God from the heart ; 
with good will doing ſervice, AS TO THE 


© LoRD, and'NOT To MEN: Anowing 


thut whatſoever good thing any man doeth, 
* the Jame. ſhall ME RECEIVE OF THE 
Lokp, 
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Lok p, whether he nE BOND OR PREE? 
Epheſ. vi. 58. And again, the ſame 
apoſtle charges the ſervants among the 
Coloſſians, to obey © nof AS MEN PLEA- 
* &ERS, but in finglenefs of heart, FEAR- 
ING Gon: and whatſoever they do, to 
0 40 1 it heartil , „ a5 TO THE Lok p, a 7 
© NOT UN TO MEN.“  Colofl: i IN. 2. 


Tus it is plain chat che rviee was 
to be perſor med as TO THE LORD, 
f and * NOT TO MEN, and therefore it 
Cannot be conſtr ued as an acknowledge- 
ment of any right, or property really 
\eſted in the maj! er. This will clearly 
appear upon a cloſer examination of 
ſome of thele texts. In the firſt, ſor 
inſtance, though the apoſtle Peter 
enforces the neceſſity of the fer- 
vants ſudmifon to their maſters, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner, commanding 
them to be ſubject vt only 40 
* the good and gentle, but ALSO To THE, 
FROWARD, &. (I. Pet. ii . 18.) 

yet 


16 ] 
yet he adds in the very next verſe, 
« for this is thank worthy, if a man, rox 
© CONSCIENCE TOWARDS Go, endure 
« grief, SUFFERING wrongfully, —Taruuy 
aAd,, ſo that, it is manifeſt, the apoſ- 
tle did not mean to ju/fy the claim | 
of the maſters, becauſe he enjoin- 
ed the ſame ſubmiſſion to the ſer- 
vants that ſuffered wrong fully, as to 
5 thoſe who had good and gentle maſters: 
and it would be highly injurious to the 
goſpel of peace, to ſuppoſe it capable of 
authorizing wrong ful Ju efermgs, or of 
eſtabliſhing a right or power in any rank 
of men whatever, to oppreſs others unjuſtly, 
or adwg | And though the apoſtle Paul, 
alſo, ſo ſtron gly exhorts ſervants to ſub- 
mit to their maſters, and * 7o abide in : 
© the ſame calling wherein they were call. 
ed, and * not to care for it.” (1 Corin- 
 thians, vii. 20, 21.) Yet at the ſame 
time he clearly inſtructs them, that it is 
their duty to prefer a ſtate of freedom 
| whenever they can n fairly and honeſtly 
obtain 


1 

obtain it; * rg i thou mays 2 niade 
e (ys he) USE IT RATHER.” (v. 21.) 
And | the reaſon, which be aſſigns for 
; this command, 1s as plainly delivered, 
viz. the equality of ſervants worth their 
maſters in the bt of the Almighty, *For he 
c "thatis cal edinthe Lord, (being) a SER= 
= VAN (ays he) 7s the Lord's FREE 
* MAN. J. IKE WISE, 40% be that i. 75 call- 
2 ed being TREE, 7s Chriſt's SERVANT," 
{verſe 22) Chriſt having purchaſed all 
men to be his peculiar Jervants, or ra- 

ther Jreemen. e are bought vith a 
price ſays the apollle, in the 23d verſe.) 
© BE NOT YE THE SERVANTS OF MEN. 
which plainly implies, that it is incon= 
ſiſtent with the dignity of a Chriſtian, 
who is the ſervant or freeman of Gob, 
to be held in an unlimited ſubjection, as 
the bond /ervar? or Rave of MAN 
and, conſequently, that a toleration 
of flavery, in places where Chriſtianity 
is eſtablithed by law, is intirely illegal; 


res 


| for tho' THE SLAVE commits no crime 


by ſubmitting to the involuntary ſervice, 
(which has been already demonſtrated,) 


yet the CHRISTIAN MASTER is guilty 


of a ſort of ſacriledge, by appropria- 
ting to himſelf, as an abſolute property, 
5 that body, which peculiarly belongs to 


God by an ineftimable purchaſe ! For if 


God ſaid of the Jews, even under the 
old law, (Levit. xxv. 52.) * THEY 
ARE MY SERVANTS, which 7 

« brought forth out of the land of Eg vt; 2 
„ THEY SHALL NOT BE SOLD 
60 AS BONDMEN. = t How much 


more 


1 My Jared friend, (mentioned 5 in ths beginning | 


of this Tra) has remarked that * tho God expreſſed 


© limſelf concerning the Jeaus under the Iaw in this 
© manner. ©* THEY ARE MY SERVANTS, wich! 
tc BROUGHT FORTH OUT OF THE LAND OP Ecver, 
«© THEY SHALL NOT BE SOLD AS BONDMEN.” &c, yet 
« This did not fignify (ſays he) that they were not to be 
* flaves at all. They might be ſlaves for ſeven years, as is 
s avell known, notwithſtanding they were God's redeemed ſer- 
C wants, Nay, , they gh remain . ſlaves till the Jubilee. 
| 6 * WITRK 


1 19 5 
more ought Chriſtians to eſteem cheir 
brethren, as the peculiar ſervants of GoD 
on account of their being freed from the 
more ſevere bondage of our ſpiritual ene* 
| Ta... i 


© WITH THEIR OWN CONSENT, at 'he expiration of that 
ort term of involuntary ſervitude. Theſe words indeed 
7 * contained a declaration that none of the Araelites were 

© to be ſlaves for ever like the Heathen. But what a /lip- 
;p pery proof, (ſays he) of this exemption with regard to 
« Chriflians Hoa dangerous (continued he,) 7s it to 
guild doarines upon fuch parallels and compariſons „But 
my worthy friend ſeems to forget that the kind of ſla- 
very which I oppoſe, is not that limited temporary ſervi- 
tude, which he deſcribes as conf/tent with the law, for 
that differs very little from the condition of hired fer- | 
wants, in which light, the Hebrew maſters were bound 

| by the law, to look upon their brethren, even though 
bought with their money as bond ſervants or ſlaves,* /F 
_ © thy brother (that dwelleth) by zhee be waxen poor, and 
© BE SOLD wnto thee; THOU SHATL NOT COMPEL HIM 
© TO SERVE AS A BOND SERVANT: (but) as AN HIRED 
© SERVANT AND AS A $0JOURNER, he ſhall be with thee, 
and ſhall ſerve thee unta the year of Jubile. And then 
« ſhall he depart from thee, (both) he and his children with 
bim, c. For they are my ſervants, (laid the Almighty) 
E THEY SHALL Rr 21 SOLD A8 ROND-MEN.? 
in © Troy 
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my, (of which the Egyptian bondage was 
only a type) by the incſtimable price of 
Chriſt's blood! and, ſurely, we may 
therefore ſay, they are God's sR“ 
*vANTs,' whom Chriſt hath redeemed 
with his own blood, as much as the 

| Jews of old who were on that account 
expreſly enfranchi ;/ed from world] y bond- 
age, THEY ARE MY SERVANTS, 

4 THEY SHALL | NO BE SOLD AS 

* BONDMEN ; ; for this application of 
the text 18 entirely to the ſame effect as 
the apoſtle's expreſſion to the Co- 
rinthians, --- Ye e are bought with 
T2 Price, BE NOT TE THE SER- 
VANTS OF MEN. 6. Cor. vil. 23. ) 


* THOU 'SHALT NOT RULE OVER HIM WITH AI- 
© GOUR, But ſhalt fear thy Ged.“ Levit. xxv. 39, 43. 
| Here is the very zext, (with it's context) which I had 
quoted, to ſhew. the i/legality of holding a brother If- 
raelite in abſolute ſlavery, and as I have elſewere fully 
demonſtrated that men of all nations are to be 
conſidered as brethrrw under the goſpel diſpen- 
Fation, ſo my learned friend ſurely does great 
injuſtice to the argument, when he calls it © a ſlip. 


" þery 


1 2 


Dr. Whitly, indeed ſuppoſes that the 
words. © ye are bought with a price, re- 
fer only to a pecuniary price given by 
the primitive Chriſtians, 70 buy their 
brethren out 0 "/lavery.”, But the autho- 
rity of Juſtin Martyr and Tertullian, 
which he cites, by no means proves 
his interpretation of the text, tho' it 
may ſufficiently prove the primitive 
practice of redeeming ſiaves; which al- 
ſo furniſhes a new argument againſt the 
legality of ſlavery among Chriſtians, ſo 
f N far 
t ery proof of this exemption wird regard 70 Chriſ. 
« tians,” and aflerts that the text in queition goes not ſig- 
nify that they (the Iſraelites) were not to be ſlaves at all! 
It clearly fgnifies however, that whatloever right a 
maſter might have acquired (even by an abſolute pur- 
chaſe) over his Hebrew brother, yet that he was fill 
required to treat him as an Hired ſervant, and to diſ- 
charge Him and his at a limited time : and when we com- 
pare it with the parallel text in Deuterenomy, (xy, 
12, 14.) we find the maſter is there ſtrictly enjoined to 
reward the Bond- man 1inerALLyY for his paſt ſervices, 
viz. And when thou ſendeſt him out free from thee, THOU 
* SHALT FURNISH HIM LIBERALLY out of thy 


© flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wine preſs," &c. 
Sarely when the true nature of ſuch limited ſervitude 
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far as the example of the primitive 
Chriſtians is concerned. But ſeripture 
is beſt interpreted by ſcripture, and 
therefore the moſt certain means of aſ- 
certainipg the true meaning of the words 
Tins yoνν ,, ye are bought with 
a price, is to have recourſe to the very 
| ſame expreſſion (vyopao Juve a T , 
the words being only tranſpoſed) in the 
preceding chapter, 2oth verſe, where we 
ſhall find that it can refer to nothing leſs 
than the ineſtimable price of Chriſt's 
redemption, © What know ye not (ſays 
the apoſtle) bat Jour BODY is the TeM- 
* PLE 


is duly conſidered, it affords but a ſlippery proof, (if 
I may uſe my friend's expreſſion) * that they were to 
* be ſlaves at all, at leaſt, at all,“ in the ſenſe con- 
tended for by our American and Weft India flave- 
| holders (which is the only matter in diſpute at pre- 
ſent) eſpecially as the condition of a hired /eruvant is 
expreſsly mentioned, as the rank in which ſuch Bond- 
men were to be eſteemed. And therefore I truſt I may | 
fairly retort the obſervation of my learned friend, 
© How dangerous is it to build doctrines, (that is in 


favour of abſolute Lavery) * upon ſuch parallels and 
© compariſons / 


& 


TS 17 
© PLE OF THE HOLY. GHOST; (which 
© 15) in you, which youhave of God, and vou 


* ARE NOT YOUR OWN F FOR YE ARE 
© BOUGHT WITH A PRICE: therefore glo- 


c * rify God Ix YOUR BODY, and in your 


* ſpirit, WHICH ARE God's, (1 Cor. vi. 
19, 20.) and, conſequently, it is the duty of 
a Chriſtian legiſlature to vindicate THE 


LORD'S FREEMEN rom SLAVERY, a8 
all mankind are included in the ſame 
meſtimable purchaſe, tor it is not only 


their ſoz/s but even their bodies, which 
are God's; and therefore it is an abomi- 


nable /acriledge, that thoſe bodies which 


are capable of being the temple of 


* the Holy Ghoſt,” ſhould be eſteemed 


the mere chattels and private property 


of mercenary planters and merchants, 


merely for the ſake of a little worldly 


gain! * 


: r ſlaveholders may perhaps al- 
ledge that believing maſters are mention- 


ed 
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"TS 
ed as *« Fairbjl ahd beloved, in one he 
| the texts, which I have cited, and are 
| alſo expreſely accounted as * partakers 
N of the benefit,” (ſee 1 Timothy, vi. 2.) 
| * ſo that, from thence, they may perhaps 
| infer, that Aaveſteeping is not inconſiſ- 
tent with their Chriſtian e F 


„ BuT. theſe cxoontiand are included 
in that part of the apoſtles charge to 
Timothy, which relates merely to the 
inſtruction of ſervants, ſo that there is 
no room to ſuppoſe, that any reference 
vas intended to the practice of the maſ- 

ters by way of ju/tification. The mean- 
ing therefore can amount to no more 
iban this, viz. that, as it is the duty of 
| ſervants to * count their own maſters,” 

N (even thoſe that are anbelievers) * wor- 

 * thy of ALL HONOUR f, THAT THE 

NAME OF GoD AND HIS DOCTRINE 
BE 
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* BE NOT BLASPHEMED, fo the ſame 


reaſon obliges them, more eſpecially, to 
count their believing maſters * worthy 
of all (lawful) honour, becauſe of 


their Chriſtian profeſſion, which renders 


them accepted of God. For common 
charity obliges us, as Chriſtians, to ſup- 


poſe that all men, who believe and hold 
the ſame profeſſion as ourſelves, are 


* faithful aud beloved, as well as par- 
* takers of the benefit of Chriſt's redemp- 
tion, ꝑ becauſe Belief is the true means 

5 „ of 


t Chriſt's redemption does not ſeem to be the bene- 


fit ſpoken of in the text, though I have admitted this 
implication to avoid controverſy. Dr. Whitby, ſup- 


poſes that the benefit of the ſervice is meant, and he con- 
ſtrues the ſentence accordingly, * becauſe they who par- 
tale of the BENEFIT OF THE SERVICE, are faithful and 
* beloved.” And Dr. George Benſon, alſo, renders it in 
the ſame ſenſe, viz. * becauſe they who partake of THE 
© BENEFIT OF THEIR SERVICE, are Chriſtians, and be- 


loved of God.“ And then he adds in a note, This | 
* (ſays he) I rate to have been ſpoken of THE MASTERS, 
who received the BENEFIT Ov THE SERVICE of their 


$ * faves. So the author * the Syriae wer ſion ſeems to have 
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261 e 
of leading and diſpoſing men to acquire 
ſuch happineſs; and though many 
other neceſſary Chriſtian qualities may 
ſeem wanting in our believing brethren, 
yet we muſt not preſume to condemn 
them; God alone being their Judge: 
and, for this reaſon alſo, Chriſtian ſer- 
vants muſt not condemn and deſpiſe 
their be/ieving maſters, (though they know 
themſelves equalin dignity as brethren, and 
that it is, conſequently, their maſters duty 
to treat them as brethren, but muſt 
render them ſervice the more willingly 
on this account, having brotherly love 
as an additional motive to faithful ſer- 
vice. It is manifeſt, therefore, that 
this text was intended to regulate the 

conduct 


© underfiood the words, The MS. called Pet. 2. eld 
© (zgyeoing labor) and Pet. 3. and Borner, read uoig - 
« * piety,” for which he refers us to Ku/er's edition of Dr. 
5 Mill,. And finally (ſays he) J would obſerve that tutto 

* 5 never uſed, throughout the New Teſtament, for the pri- 


6 wilege of "——_ the goſpel, or the ee BENEFIT 
c 7 eterual life. . ; 7 
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[ 27] 
conduct of Cbriſtian ſervants, and nat 
that of Chriſtian maſters ; for, with re- 
gard to the former, the doctrine is per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the other texts, 
that I have quoted; which is not the 

caſe when it is applied to juſtify the 
mere temporal claims of maſters or 
Aaveholders, becauſe there are many 
clear and incontrovertible precepts 

| throughout the New Teſtament for re- 
gulating the conduct of Chriſtian maſ- 
tert, which exclude the juſtification of 
any ſuch claims among Chriſtians, and 
conſequently forbid any application 
or interpretation of theſe particular texts 
in favour of them: and beſides we 
mult always remember, that it is not 
lawful to maintain an hypotheſis upon 
the teſtimony of any one fingle text of 
doubtful interpretation, eſpecially when 
the fame does not clearly correſpond 
with the reſt of the ſcriptures, and can- 

: not bear the teſt of the royal law,” of 

which 
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I. mention this text of St. Paul, as 
one of c deubtful interpretation,” becauſe = 

commentators. are divided concerning 
the application of the very words on 
which 1 the imagin ry juſtification of the 
flaveholder i is 1 to be founded! 
Many learned men (and Dr. Hammond 
among the reſt) have conſtrued the 
words — 5 07. Ticor £40 K uh 

04 71G evepysrins arri asCavojuior (1 Tim, 
vi. 2,) I in a very different manner from 
the common verſion, and applied them 
to the ſervants, which entirely deſtroys 

the preſumption in favour of the flaye- 
Bandes. 1 45 
| Nevertheleſs I have contented myſelf 


with to common rendering, being con- 
Aux J Aäpeßd 

1 Theſe words are tranſlated by Dr. Hammond, as 
follows, —— * becau/e. they who. help to do good, art 
_ * faithful and beloved,” and he uſes ſeveral arguments 
to ſhew+that theſe epithets refer 10 the ſervants, rather 


than fo the maſters, 


— 


vinced that no concluſions can fairly be 
drawn from this text in favour of Sla- 
very, even when the epithets . /aith- 
ful and beloved,” &c. are applied 70 
the Maſters ; becauſe the fignification 
of them muſt neceſſarily be reſtrained 
within the bounds of goſpel doctrine; 
and, therefore, we cannot conceive that 
the apoſtle intended, by the applica- 
tion of theſe epithets, to juſtify any = 
practices which are inconſiſtent with he —_ 
benevolence enjoined in other parts of 
the New Teſtament ; for this would be 
liable to produce a contrary effect from 
that which the apoſtle expreſſly intended 
by his injunction, viz. that © the name 
of God and his doctrine be not blaſphemed." 
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Thus it appears, I hope, that the 
principles, on which the doctrine of the 
ſervants ſubm Non! is founded, are clear- 
ly expreſſed; ſo that Slavebolders can 
have no right. to avail themſelves of any 
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of theſe! texts to enforce an AB80LUTH 


SUBMISSION ; for, though theſe ſeveral 


texts clearly juſtify the Slave, yet they 
cannot juſtify the Maſter, unleſs he can 
ſhew that the ſame principles, {or reaſon 
of the Law, q on which they are founded, 
hold good alſo on 4s ſide of the queſ- 


tion. "Wo Can the Slaveholders .and 
African 


| (i) This is apparently the caſe in the fg * dif 


«« ferent relations of life, mentioned in theſe contexts ;”* as in 


the relation between buſband and their wives, parents 
and their children, but is far otherwiſe in the relation be- 
tween maſters and their ſervants, (unleſs free hired /er- 
«ants are to be underſtood,) and therefore the objecti- 
on of my learned friend, drawn from thence, cannot 
be juſt. He ſays, *« If the connexion , penſons in the 
« tavo former reſpects be lawful, fo that huſbands had a 


* right to the ſubjefion of their wives, and wives a 
* right to the love of their huſbands ; parents had a right 


& to the honour and obedience of their childreu, and bil-. 


«* dren a right to maintenance and inſtruction by their pa- 


„% rents : unnatural (ſays he) is it to imagine the connection 


*© berevecn Maſlers and Slauies was looked upon by him as 
* abſolutely unlawful, fo that the former had no right 10 
e rule the latter] Indeed, be wery clearly fignifics (ſuys he) 


© that. the right of dominion remained, when be oppoſes 


„ DOING WRONG tO OBEYING IN ALL "THINGS 


. DHETR MasTERS ACCORDING 10 THE FLESH, 
hy Ke. 
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But my learned friend has entirely added the 
purport and intention of my arguments on theſe ſeveral 
texts relating to obedience and ſubnijion. I have not 
attempted 10 prove, by theſe particular expreſſions of 
the apoſtle, that the connexion be taten Maſters aud Slaves 
& avaslooked uton by him as ab/olutely unlaauful, ſo that 
the former had zo right lo rule the latter; for this 1 
have demonſtrated, | truſt, by or HER AUTHORI- 

res of Serifture equally authentic, and much leſs 

liable to be miſunderſtood. My attempt to explain 

the texts in queſtion extends no farther than to ſnew 
that they do not really ju/tify the uncharitable claims of 
the modern Stavvehuiders, though they are Trequently cited 
for that purpoſe, 

An attempt to ſhew that any pariceler docrine is ROT 
NECESSARILY. IMPLIED in @ certain text or texts of Scrip- 

ture, is a very different thing from an attempt to prove 
or AUTHENTICATE AN OPPOSITE DOCTRINE by the 
Jame text of Scripture! For inſtance, when my learned 
friend aſſerts, as above, that the apoſtle to the Coloſ- 
« -fians, iii. 25. very clearly fignifies that the right of do- 
* minion remained, «vh:n he oppoſes DOING WRONG to 
* OBEYING iz all things their Maſters,”” &c. I do not 
pretend to build an ppoſite doctrine uton the very ſame 

worde, but ſhall only endeavour to ſhew that this ſup- 
poſed ** right of dominion” is not neceſſarily implied in 
the text which my friend has cited in ſupport of it. 
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. God our Saviour,” (Titus i li. 10.) hy: 

perſiſting in their unnatural pretenſions 
| bo 


The ſervants are indeed expreſsly and plainly ex- 
horted to obedience and ſubmiſſton, as well in this as in 


all the other texts before recited, ſo that a contrary 


| behaviour in them might certainly be eſteemed a ** do- 
© ing wrong” on their part yet this by no means 
implies © a right of dominion” veſted in the Maſter; 


for that would prove too much; becauſe the like ſub- 
' miſſion is elſewhere equally enjoined to thoſe who are 
expreſsly ſaid to endure grief, SUFFERING WRONG = 
„ FULLY,” (Targus adinw;,) and we cannot ſuppoſe 
(as I have before obſerved) that the ubm enjoined 


implies a right in the Maſter to exerciſe ſuch a dominion 


as that of ofpreſ/ing others un JUSTLY, or agiw;; for 
' that could not poſſibly tend to promote the declared 


purpoſes of the apoſtle's exhortations, viz. ** zhat the 
name of God and his doctrine be not blaſphemed,” (1 Tim. vi.) 
and again, ** that they may adorn the doctrine of God in 
© all TyinGs,” (Titus ii. 9.) Theſe purpoſes, how- 


ever, are fully anſwered in the advice given by the 
ſame apoſtle to all the other different relations of lift men- 


tioned by my worthy friend, Wives may * adors 
« the doctrine of God” by SUBM1sS10N to their “ own 
« huſbands, as it is fit in the Lord.“ (See Coloſſ. iii. 


18.) And hus BAN Ds, by love to their avives: for they 


are expreſsly charged in the following verſe © wt to 
4 be bitter againſl them, that is, they muſt, by howe 
and ſincere affetion, moderate and ſoften that ſupreme 


authority with which bu/ands are entruſted, (by the 


laws of God and man, ) that they may rule rather by 
the N influrace * an inviolable love and fidelity, 
as 
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to an n abſolute Property in their poor EN- 
toren? or that they 4% the will f 
E 3 


as fo coo an uni will ſeldom fail to produce. . 
Aue reſpec, and will certainly * adorn the doftrine”” or 
proſeſſion of the: Chriſtian. CHILDREN © may adorn the 
4 doctrine of God” by OBEDIENCE t0 their ** parents in 
«* all things, for this is abel. -pleafing (ſays the text) unto 
4 the Lord.“ (v. 20.) And again, the reciprocal duty of 
FATHERS is plainly pointed out to be a prudent modera- 
tion of that paternal authority with which they are en- 
_ truſted, for they are carefully warned againſt an arbi- | 
| 50955 ſeverity, « Provoke not (fays the apoſtle), Jour. . 
* fPildre en to anger, Len they be diſcouraged. „ SERVANTS. 
are in the very ne xt verſe (v. 22.) commanded to. 
| 40 obey in all things their Maſters according” 70 the fleſh, : 
* not with ze-ferwice, a5 MEN-PLE kun ker, but in 
«© Aug laneſe of beart, FEARING Gov :” ſo that the 
suBulss ion, of the, ſervants was alſo to adorn the 
© defrine of Gad, it being manifeſtly enjoined _ only 
for Gd 's fake, and not on account of any ſuppoſed 
* RIGHT or DOMINION?” inveſted in the Mafeers, 
which.the following verſes (v. 23, ani 24.) when applied 
10 TRE SERVANTS, ſufficiently demonſtrate;— 0 And 
2 whatſcever. Je db, do it heartily as to the Lord, and 
% rr UNTO MEN: 4ncwwing, that of. THE Lok 
« ye ſhall. receive THE REWARD or THE INHE- 
« RITANCE: for YE SERVE "THE Lord CuAis T* 
And to the ſame eternal and unerring Diſpenſer of Re 
ewards (and not to temporal Mafeers ) is attributed | 
the power of puniſhing the doing aorong mentioned 
in the very next verſe; which, according to my learned 
ſriend' s notion, is oppoſed to obeying in all things the 
Maſters; ; 
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« God from the: beart,”. (Epheſians. vi. 
5 we when. they retain their neig h 


* * 


bour 


5 Maſters y—* he that dor? w ON (ſays the text) /ball 


i receive for THE WRONG which be hath done and 


„ THERE 18. NO RESPECT OF PERSONS.” (v. 25+): 

Such ſtrict impartiality in the adminiſtration of ju tics 
cannot always be attributed, with certainty, even to 
the beſt· regulated human tribunal, and much leſs is it 


applicable to the deciſions of uncontrouled <u4/l, and 
pleaſure, in puniſhing ** aprong doing, under the ab- 
ſolute dominion of Slaveholders! No earthly, dominion 
whatever is conducted with ſuch an equal diſtribution 
of rewards and puniſhments, as that it may always with 
truth be ſaid, * there is no reſpe of perſons,” for this 
is the proper characteriſtic of the judgements and d- | 


minion of Gop and CHRISv alone. 10 For THE LokD 15 
8 JUDGE, and with him is NO RESPECT OF PERSONS.” 
| Eccleſiaſticus XXXV. 12. For there is NO RESPECT 


OF. PERSONS with Gop,” Rom. ii. 11. And, there- 
fore, we may fairly conclude that the puniſhment, not 
only of SLavss, but that alſo of MasTEeRs, that 


6 do abrong, is to be underſtood in the text Which 
my friend has cited to ſupport his notion of a right 
166 of dominjon” veſted in the Maſters; fo that the ſaid 
ſuppoſed right has, indeed, but a very ſippery” 

foundation] Agreeable to my laſt remark on: this text, 
( Coloſſ. iii. 24.) the learned Dr. Whitby has com- 
mented upon it, as if he thought it exactly parallel 
10 another declaration of the ſame apoſtle, (viz. Epheſ. 
vi. 8 and g.) wherein not only both Mafter:s and Ser- 
wants are unqueſtionably included, but alſo the dami- 
ei or judgement, 1 in aich - THERE IS NO RESPECT 
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Jour in an involuntary unte warded ſer- 
* for life ? If they can do this, I 


a l hall 


* OF PER cows," Is expreſsly attributed to our Ma $= 
<TER'IN HEAVEN.“ - Chrift, in judoing men at 
the liſt day, (ſays the Doctor,) will have NO RESPECT 
4 to the quality or external condition of any man's perſon ; 
% but, WHETHER HE BE BOND OR' FREE, he Hall 
« receive recompence FOR THE GOOD THAT HE HATH 
„ por E, in obedience to him; wh: 2ther he be MASTER br 
„% SERVANT, he ſooll be puniſhed for THE WRONG THAT 
-<© HE DOT HI thoſe relations.” wy 
If all theſe circumſtances be duly conſidered) it ent 
f nnnifeſtly appear, I truſt, that the Maſters ſup- 
poſed right of dominion”) (which, certainly, is act 
EXPRESSED in the text) cannot even be implied in 
theſe contexts, nor in any of the paralle] paſſages al- 
ready recited ! Can the Maſter adorn the © dodirine of 
Cod our Saviour,“ (as in the other indiſſoluble re- 
lations of life,) by continuing the unnatural cennection 
of Maſter and Slawe, and by exadling involuntary labour 
from his brethren, without wages or ręeavrard, agreeable 
to my friend's notions of the ſuppoſed implied ““ right 
4 dominion?” The reciprocal duty of the Maſter is 
mentioned, indeed, in the next chapter, (Col. iv. 1.) 
but it is of ſach a nature as muſt neceſſarily lead Chriſ- 
tian Maſters to abbor any ſuch ſuppoſed right of 
«dominion? as that which is tolerated in the Britiſh 
colonies, and which my friend ſeems deſirous to defend! 
The Maſters are not directed by the apoſtle to claim 
"as their own, by „igt of dominion,” the labour of 
their ſervants wir HOUT Waces, but, on the contrary, 
are _expreſsly ende to „ oi unte (their) rtr 
* wvants 


. T 
| ſhall have reaſon to be ſilent. But if, 
on the contrary, it ſhould evidently ap- 


Pear 


B A; that aubicb is r and EQUAL 3 * which com- 


prehends (as I have fully ſhewn in the preceding tract) 
ſuch a meaſure of generoſity, recompence, and bene volence, on 


the part of the Maſter, as is totally inconſiſtent with 


the claims and views of modern Slaweholders! and, if 


put in practice, would r effect the entire 


abolition of ſlavery! 


The Maſters are likewiſe carefully rewinded, in the 
: laß mentioned text, that they 40% bade a Maſter 
„ in Heaven. (Col. iv. 1.) — A Mafter, by whoſe 


example they are bound to regulate their conduct, fo 
that this conſideration alone is a ſufficient antidote a- 
gainſt /awvery ; for the principal doctrine of that heawen- 


Y Maſter was LOVE, which cannot ſubſiſt with the 
contrary exadion of involuntary ſervitude ! ** This is my 


% commandment,” (ſaid that glorious and gracious 
MasTER,) ©** That ye LOVE one another AS I have 
LOVED you.” The nature of his - love (which we are 
ds imitate, that is, to LOovE as be hath Love us) is 
then immediately deſcribed as exceeding all bounds 

of compariſon, © Greater Love” (ſaid. he) . hath 


* uo man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
© FRIENDS, Je are my FRIENDS, F ye do whatſoever. 


command you. HENCEFORTH 1 CALL YOU NO 
„ SER VvANTS.“ Here is an expreſs enfranchiſement of his 


Serwants for our example! The univerſal Lord and 
Maſter, of all men delights in promoting the dignity of 


Human nature; which cannot be ſaid of. 1 temporal 
Slaveboldor, who enforces an imaginary right of do- 
minion, by exacting an W Ker vite, and that 
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pear that a very different behaviour is 
HT of Cor; * Maſters, that 

„„ the 


for no other Goſs 41 for che ſake of a little pe⸗ 
_ cuniary gain, by depriving the /abourer of his hire; which 
| favours of no other love but '/e/f-lowe ; whereas, our 
diſintereſted Lord and Maſter hath even laid down hi, 


life through love and compaſſion to his SERVANTS, 
and hath declared us free, as before recited. — ** Hence- 


forth I call you not SxrvaxTs; for the Servant” 


(faid he) ** knowerth not what his Lord doeth 5 but I have 
called you FRIENDS ; for all things that I have beard 


„ny Father I have made known unto you. (John xv. 


12-15.) And, in the 17th verſe, he again enforces his 


doctrine of Love : ** Theſe things I command you, (ſaid 
he, ) that ye LOVE one another. The meaſure of this 
indiſpenſible Lovx is expreſsly declared in the Scrip- 


tures, Thou ſhalt Love thy neighbour AS THYSELF. 


«© Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : therefore Love 
(is) the fulfilling of the law.” (Rom. xii. g and 10.) 


Such Love, therefore, is clearly incompatible with 
the arbitrary claims of the Slaveholder, who can nei- 
ther be /aid to Love his neighbour as himſelf, nor to 
cheriſh that Love which worketh no ill to his neighbour, 


whilſt he ſtrenuouſly contends for ſuch © & right of 


* dominion as may enable him to exact, not only the 


involuntary ſervice of his neighbours and brethren, con- 
trary to the law of nature, but alſo to rob them of the 
Fruits of their own labours, GV, Them Nor 


*©,FOR THEIR WORK ;“ againſt which practices a 
ſevere denunciation of wor is expreſsly declared in the 


Scriptures ; as I have fully demonſtrated in my tract 
on 5 the Law of Retribution,” as well as in the prece- 


ding 
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the name of God and bis doctrine be 
«pot Blaſphemed,” (i Tim. vi. 1.) they 
muſt be obliged to allow that the rea- 

fon, or life of the law” is againſt them; 
and, conſequently, that none of "theſe 
rexts, relating to Chriſtian ſervants, are 
capable of affording them the leaſt ex- 
cuſe for their ſelfiſn pretenſions. They 
will find alſo, upon a more careful ex- 
amination of the Scriptures, that they E 
themſelves are as much bound by thegoſ. I 
pel to bear perſonal injuries with patience 4 
and humility, as their Slaves. Becauſe 3 
the benevolent principles of the goſpel! Þ 
of peace require all men, freemen as well 
a, ſlaves, to return * good for evil.” 
"© Bi 905 bem tba CURSE you,” 3 5 


BH . WY and, 88 as 24 is e e to, con- 
| ſtrue difficult or dubious paſſages of Scripture conſift- 
tently wirh the general tenour of Scy7prure | evidence, 
it would be highly improper to admit this Oppoſite, doc 
trine of a ſuppoſed ** RIGHT or DOMINION,” eſpe- 
cially as the ſame 7s not expreſſe ed in the text which my 
learned friend has cited for it, but is merely drawn 
forth by an lems. once implication ! 


: WI; 8 
Lord, ) . und yR Av. for them which R- 

9. ;SPITEFULLY USE YOU... And unto 

« him that. SMITETH, thee on the. one 


e 
LIN 


* that TAKETH AWAY, thy cloke, fer- 


Luke vi. 28, 29. But, though bmi 
on and placability are thus unqueſti- 


dhe caſes above recited in the text, yet 
ſurxely no reaſonable man will pretend 


| oppreſſors have thereby obtained a legal 
right, under the; goſpel, to curſe others, 


and uſe them deſpitefully; or that the 


unjuſt oppreſſion of Ariters and robbers 
is thereby authorized or juſtified! In the 
feme light exa&ly muſt we view the Slave- 
_ holders claim of private property in the 
perſons of men, whenever an attempt is 


any ſuch texts as have quoted, wherein 
ſervants or flaves are exhorted to ſubmit 


check, Mer alſo the other; and him 


4 bid not (to take thy) coat alſo,” &c. 
onably enjoined to the /7 ſufferers in all 


to alledge, from thence, that tyrants and 


made to ſupport it on the foundation of 


with 
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1 5 1 
ith paſſive obedient,” &c. to'their Mas — 
ers; becauſe the right (as it is impro- 
perly ealled) or pretenſion of the Maſ- 
ter may with the greateſt propriety be 
compared to. the pretended right or au- 


thority of oppreſſing or robbing others, 


which is too often exerciſed by imperial 


tyrants" and deſpotic princes, as "well 


as by their brethren in iniquity of a lower 


claſs, viz. pirates, highwaymen, and 


a extortioners of every degree! The goſpel 


N of 'peate can 4Annot authorize'the oppreffion 
of theſe lawleſs men, though it clearly 


enjoins patience, ſubmiſfion, and acqui- 
eſcence, to the individuals that are en- 
jured, i whether freemen or ſlaves! The 


: placability and abſolute Jubmiſion,” com- 
manded by the laſt-cite ed text, to Cbriſ- 
tians 1 general, are manifeſtly founded 


on the very ſame principles with that 
8 Pattiewlar ſubmiſſion which the goſpel 
requires of Chriſtian ſaves; and Is Fir 
v ther * the latter, by being e- 
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11 
quatly paſſive. ſo that the oppreſſion of 
the Slaveholder can no more be juſtified 
by any text of the New Teſtament, that 
1 am able to find, than the reli. on 
We of the iter and robber. 


Unhappily for the Chriſtian world, 
the duties of patience, ſubmiſſion, and 
placability, enjoined by the goſpel to per- 
| fons injured, are too commonly either 
miſunderſtood or rejected; though the 
temporal, as well as the eternal, happineſs 
of mankind greatly depends upon a con- 
ſcientious and proper obſervation of theſe 
duties: for even the moſt rigid obedi- 
ence to the letter of the command would 
be far from being productive, either of the 
real evil to which the pernicious doctrine 
: of a national paſſive obedience apparent- 
| 5 ly tends, or of the imaginary inconve- 
| 4 niences apprehended by the advocates 
for due/ling, becauſe the ſame benevo- 

lent principles, (viz, univerſal love and 
= charity, 
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charity, founded on the great command- 
ment, Thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
% bour as thyſelf,”) which oblige the 


true Chriftian, moſt diſintereſtedly, to 
forgive all injuries, and paſs over every 
affront offered to his own perſon, will 


neceſſarily engage him, on the other 


hand, as diſinteręſtedly, to oppoſe every 


degree of oppreſſion and injuſtice, which 


affects his ret hren and neighbours, w hen 
he has a fair opportunity of aſſiſting 
them; and from hence ariſes the zeal 
of good men for juſt and equitable. laws, 
as being the moſt effectual means of 
preſerving the peace and happineſs of the 


community, by curbing the inſolence 


and violence of wicked men. We haye 


an eminent example of this byal Zea in 


the behaviour of the apoſtle Paul, who 


could not brook. an infringement of the 
Roman liberty from any perſons whatever 


in the adminiſtration of government, 


zhough he could endure ferfqnalls injuries 
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from men unconnected therewith, and 


the perſecutions of the multitude, with 
all the Chriſtian patience and meefneſs 
which the goſpel requires. The Scrip- 
ture-hiſtory of this great apoſtle affords 


many proofs of his extraordinary hu- 
mility and patience under ſufferings, ſo 


that his ſpirited oppoſition to the illegal 


0 proceedings of magiſtrates cannot be at- 


tributed to private reſentment on his own. 
account, but merely to his zeal for the 
public good, founded upon the great 


- Chriſtian principle of ,<* loving bis neigb- 


* Hour as himſelf,” ſince the maintaining 


of good laws is, certainly, the moſt ef- 
fectual means of promoting the welfare 


and bappineſs of ſociety. His reſolute . 
and! free cenſure of the magiſtrates at 
Philippi. in the meſſage which he ſent 
Ub, their own ferjeants, (2) his fpirited 
Fe re- 
c 3 ad er yang it was day, the PUR PW 3 . 
4 er jeants, ſaying, Let thoſe men go And the keeper 


oi the priſon cold this, ſaying to > Paul, The ma- 
„ giſtrates 


Of 405 I 

i remonſirance to the chief captain at 
Jeruſalem, (3) 8 his ä 
i t enen 


cc giſtrates "EM ſent to o let you g0: now therefore de- 
“ Patt, and. go in peace. But Paul ſaid unto them, 
4 They hace beaten us openly uncondemned, being Roman 
| % ad have caſt (us) into priſen : and now do they tht 
l out privily ? nay verily; but let them come thmirluel 
« and fetch us out, And the ſerjeants told theſe 
* Words unto the magiſtrates: and they feared when 
they heard that they were Romans. And they came 
«« ayd beſought them, and brought Ctbem) out, and 
_ «© defired (them) to 9 8 out _ the Bay Acts 
at 556039. be eee vi 85 9 
© Fe, "The chief captain. Smaxded him Io be 
brought into the caſtle, and bade that he ſhould: be 


«« examined. by ſcourgipg ; that he might know wheres - 


4 fore they cried ſo againſt him. And, as they bound 
«© him with thongs, Paul ſaid unto the eenturion that 
« ſtood by, 1s it lawful. fer. you 10 feourge . a man a 
66 7rg "Reman, and uncondemned?®”> When the centurion 
«6 heard T{ihat), be went and told the chief captain; 
I eing. Take heed what thou doeſt: for this mana 
« is a Roman. Then the chief captain came, and ſaid 
4c unto him, Tell me, art thou 2 Roman? he; ſaid; © 
« Yea. And the chief captain anſwered, With a great 
1 fom obtained I this freedom,- and Paul ſaid, But 1 


« was free born. Then, ſtraightu / ay they Warp 
% from him which ſhould have examined him: and the 
#6 e * was ade afraid after b inew' that be 
: ff Way - x 


8 
2 


IH 
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to the high prieſt himſelf, even on the 


ſeat of judgement, (4) are remarkable 
inſtances of this obſervation. 


: 
3 


In the laſt- mentioned inſtance; in- 


deed, the apoſtle was charged, by thoſe 


* that Mood oy,” 92 with reuſling God's 
thy 1919-7 high 


1 1 
"I ' : 
9 ” 


© was a by $97.0 and. lde he had . Ain. on 
% the morrow; becauſe he would have known the cer- 
e tainty wherefore he was accuſed of the Jews, he 
& looſed him from /ig, bands, and commanded the 
«« chief prieſts and all their council to appear, and 


1 brought Paul down, and ſet him before Oe" 
Nr. xxii. 55 to 30. 

Gs « And: Paul earneſily r the council, 
* ſaid, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good 


«4 conſcience before God until this day. And the | 


e high-prieſt' Ananias commanded them that ſtood by 


% him to ſmite him on the mouth. Then Paul aid 8 


«« unto him, G0 ſhall ſnite thee, (thou) WHITES: 


* WALL \for, ſuteſt thou to judge me after the law, and 
e rommandeſt me to be ſmitten contrary 10 the law? And 


they chat ſtood by ſaid, Revileſt thou God's high 


„ prieſt ? Then ſaid Paul, I wiſt not, brethren, that 
* he was the high prieſt, for it is written, Thou ſhalt 
«« not ſpeak eil of the ruler of . pie | _ 


; xxiii. 1 * 5a 


T8 1 
550 brief, which would have been a 
notorious breach of the law, had there 
not been circumſtances of juſtification 
ſufficient to vindicate the ſeverity of 
the Apoſtle's cenſure : theſe, however, 
Were not-urged by the apoſtle himſelf, 
ho beſt knew how to behave towards 
thoſe with whom he had to do. He 
readily allowed the principle (however) 
on which the cenſure of his accuſers was 


founded, but he by no means retracted 


what he had & juſtly applied to the 


perſon of the unworthy magiſtrate who 


fat to judge him; neither did he even 
drknowledge him to be the high prueft, 


though be was. expreſly queſtioned” for 


a ſuppoſed miſbehaviour to that digni- 
tary!. His anſwer was cautiouſly word- 


ed. He did not Jay, — I knew not 


that this perſon, "whom T have cenfured. 


hs, Was" the high prigft, bat, enn «908, 
add por, 6 ort eg e. Se c 1 'T ne o 
* 158 brethren, that there 1s 4 0. | 
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[4] 
« prieft.” (5) Which anſwer, though on 


the hrſt hearſay it ſeems to bear ſome 
affinity to an excuſe or apology for 


what had paſt, yet, in reality, includes | 


a till facther rebuke; for it plainly i im- 
plies that the 49h prieſt, in whole pre- 


ſence the apoſtle then ſtood, was (in 
ſome reſpector other) deficient or blame- 
able in his deportment as chief magi- 


ſtrate, either that he did not duly ſup- 
port the dignity of that ſacred and 


diſtinguiſhing public character, ſo that 


he did not ſeem to be 57g prieft, and 
of courſe could not be known and hon- 
oured as ſuch ; or elſe that his behaviour 
had been ſo unjuſt and illegal that he did 
not deſerve to be conſidered as a lawful 
mag irate, who had publicly demeaned 

| himſelf 


(5) The learned Hugh Broughton has conſtrued the 


text as follows, — I Aneabe not, brethren, that there 


** was a high prieft ;”? but the words, ovz 10, aper, 
ori £71 aoxteetus, ATC, more literally rendered above. 
CASTAL1O reads it, — © Neſciebam, fratres, «fe ponti- 

„ ficem.””— And Helxsꝛus.— ee Summum eſſe ſacerdetem 
* Anoraban. * 


[ 48 ] 

himſelf as 4 tyrant, by commanding 2 
Priſoner to be beaten, contrary to | law, 
without hearing his defence ! And, that 


this latter ſenſe is moſt probable we 


may learn by the following circum- 


ſtance, viz. that the apoſtle choſe to de- 
cline the diſpute, and to wave the accu- 


fation about reviling the high prieſt, by 


acknowledging the principle of law on 
which it was manifeſtly founded, viz. 
Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the ruler of 
thy people. But, be pleaſed to obſerve, 


he neither acknowledged that he him- 
ſelf had broken the ſaid precept by fo 


ſeverely cenſuring the unjuſt ruler, nor 


did he acknowledge the preſence of 4 


high prieſt in the perſon of Ananias; 


neither did he allow the by-ſtanders 


time enough to criticiſe upon the true 


literal meaning of his reply, (whereby 
they would probably have been led to 
demand ſome expreſs recantation of the 
perſonal cenſure which he had fo amply. 


beftowsd 


PF 
F e 


beſtowed upon * * priect) but he 
prodently changed the bobjee in debate 
from the PERSON gf the high prię eff (who 
'wasazealous overbearing SADDUCEE) (6) 
to an avowed cenſure of his whole ſect, 
charging the Sa DDV EREs in particular 
with the unjuſt perſecution, then before 
the aſſembly, and openly appealing to 
the oppoſite party, 1 Pharyees, in 
order to divide his united enemies: 1 
„ am a PHARISEE, (ſaid he,) the for 
« "of a PHARISEE ; of the bope and re- 
« Jurrettion of the e AM CALLED 
C IN \QUESTION.” Such 4 manifeſt 
e againſt. the whole body of 
: 8 15 Saddicces 


40, 0 9. no rtgg ANANOE, bs rr ebe — | 
n bycovs u Toy go, M TOAUNTRG Napegerrus. 
Aigeouw. d urfr⁰νi̊ I LAAAOTKAINN,' oirep tos ef T 
eu cle rape wallet Te; I2Iuov;, xx Im; non de Dy ayers" 
Ert In wv Tee reg wv & ANANOE, &c. But the younger 
Ax anus, Who, as we have ſaid, obtained the ponti- 
ficate, was of a bold and 8 diſpoſition, and followed 
che ſect ofthe Sapp vets, who, with reſpect to judge- 
ments, are more cryel than all the reſt of the Jews, as we 
Have already demonſtrated. T herefore, Ananias being 
of chis _ Kc. 


1 5 J 


Fadlluccet cannot by any means «favour 


the ſuppoſ ition of an intended apology, 


1 


or recantation, in the preceding ſentence, 
to ſoothe the enraged leader of that very 


party, whom he had publicly branded 5 
as a hypocrite, with the ſignificant ap- 


pellation of whited wall! Let it be alſo 


remembered that the ſuppoſed breach of 
the precept /** thou ſhalt not t ſpeak evilof 


«he RULER of thy people ” Jcould: not reſt 
entirely on the circumſtance of KN OW- 
ING Ananias TO BE THE HIGH 


PRIEST ; for, whether the apoſtle did 


know, or did not know, that Ananias 
was high prieft, vet he certainly knew, 


before he cenſured him, that he was 4 


ruler of the people, and that he then fat 
in the quality of a judge; (for this | is 


declared in the very cenſure itſelf, — 
«© fitteſt thou to .JUDGE ME after the 


Is law, and commandeſt me to be ſmit- 
2 ten CONTRARY TO LAW ?”) fo that 


whether Ananias was really high prief, 


Or 


7. ² !A 


or not, yet he was manifeſtly cenſured 


in his official capacity as a ruler, or ma- 
giſtrate, and not as a private individual, 
through any inadvertency or miſtake of 


the apoſtle, as ſome commentatots have 
conceived. And, even when the a- 
poſtle was informed, by thoſe that 
* flood by,” that the magiſtrate whom 
he had cenſured was the 47gh prieſt, 
{© revileſt thou God's high prigſt?“ Yet 
his reply, /“ T knew not, brethren, that 
. there is @ high prieſi, when fairly 
compared with the preceding cenſure of 

Ananias, as an unjuſt diſpenſer of God's 
law, / Atteſt thou to judge me according 
% to lau? &c. ) proves, as I before re- 
marked, that the apoſtle neither ac- 


know ledged the dignity of 4 high prigſt, 


nor that of a legal ruler, in the perſon 


of Ananias, though | he knew him at the 
ſame time: To BE A kurkn, and bad 


„ 


ou kalten the power and autho- 
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commanding him to be fricken contra- 


ty to law, notwithſtanding, that be fat 


#0 judge (as the apoſtle remarked) ace 


% CoD N t the lau; in which caſe 
no epithet whatever could be fo aptand 


expreſſive to mark the true character of 


the:dignified hy pocrite in power, as . 


ted wall! This proves, that the apoſtle 
knew well enough with whom he had to 
do. The cenſure was too juſt, and his 


prophecy in the accompliſhment too true, 
5 ( % God ſhall ſmite thee,” thou | whited 


wall,) (7) to be eſteemed a mere un- 
guarded ſally of reſentment! The latter 


ſuppoſition is, indeed, inconſiſtent with 
the remarkable ſagacity, prudence, and 
e of e which lint diſtin» 


_ guiſhed 


- (7) i le God's vengearice againſt 


Ananias was fully juſtified by the event; for, Joſephus 
(as the learned monſieur Martin remarks) reports that 
he was killed in Jeruſalent with his brother Ezechias. 
_ «5 Joſephe fapporte, liv. 2. de la guerre des Juifs, 


40 $3 il fut maſſacre dans Jeruſalem avec ſon frere 


zEchias,” 


_riepof a ruler and vwlated the Lani by 


E 
N 


2 Rn 
goiſhed this apoſtle in bearing his teſti- 
mony to the truth, on the moſt dan ger- 
dus emergences! The apoſtle's known 


character as @ cheſen veſſel for Chtiſt's 


fervice, and as an exemplary preachet 


of RIGHTEOUSNESS, Will by no means 
permit us to conceive that he was either 


guilty of any miflakte or inadvertency 
with reſpect to the perſon of the high 


prieſt on this ocaſion; or of any illegal 
dor miſfceoring behaviour to him as a 
ruler or judge of the people! When theſe 


ſeveral circumſtances are compared with 
the general bad character of Ananias, (8) 


— 


gave ſo flagrant a proof of his injuſtice and cruelty 


& 14 K ts d ".% 166 FAA &£ H 4 
towards the Chriſtians, that even the Jeavſh biftorian, 


J ofephus, has recorded it as an event which gaye offence 
to all good and loyal men at that time in Jeruſalem ;z I 
mean the murder of the apoſtle James, biſhop of Jeru- 
alem, whom Joſephus ſtiles the brother of Jaſus, who, 
was called Chrijt. The ſewiſh hiſtorian, therein, bears a 
remarkable teſtimony in favour of Chriſtianity, — Ars 


| Oy by Tor; wy o Alves, (for he is deſcribed, in the pre- 


ceding quotation, from Joſephus, as a bold daring man 


of | the molt | cruel .leQ, ) Vopnoa; e K⁰ο,jm tarnen, | 


e 
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(3) This malicious Sadducee very Toon afterwards 
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[47 
as a perſecuting zealot of the moſt virulent 
and intolerant ſect among the Jews, it 
muſt appear that the apoſtle accounted 
that pet ſon unworthy of any eſtcem as a 


1481 


dei e he had ſo Wen con- 


victed 


; % w 4 ; * 
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1 TON . IHTOT TOT AETOMENOY XPIETOY, 


YAKABOE obo. oy A EU zrigovg, we n Faru 


Ta r, rolncαννCᷓs; vage AvoJncoprrovg* bow UN 
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vo angler, Sagte niyuay £76 rob, 2 rin Teo; 
Tay Cane a | TEOR NUTS. avToY: ri ha TY Ava- 
, » (NX6T6 TORGUT® Tgagoun, PL vag To. TewTov 0g 9g 


Arch rei Tb Which is 'tranflated by Mr. Whiſ. | 


ton as. follows, .: When, | therefore, Ananus aulas 
c of this di i poſition, he thought he had new a proper oppor- 


4 funtty (to exerciſe his authority), FesTv.s avas 
* dead ;,.and ALBINUS au but upon the road. So he 
” "afenbled the ; Janhearim of judges, and brought before 
& [hem THE BROTHER OF Jess, Wo WAS CALLED 


0 Cukls F, uhboſe 1 ? name was Jauss, aud Jome others, 


« © (or ſome of his companions, ) and when Je had formed 
« an accuſation againſt, them as breakers of t the law, he de- 
4  Vivered hem to be Poned. The mosT EQUITAGLE or 
4. Tur CITIZENS, AND. SUCH, AS WERE THE MosT 
+ UNEBASY AT Tur BREACH, OF THE LAWS, bis- 
*LiKED WHAT Was DONE. - They 4% fem to the 


ce Ling, (Agtippa,) defs fring him to fend to AxXaxus, 


ce. that he ſhould act ſo no more; for. that what be A 
EY done aba, not 70 Be  Juſtified.” _ 3 
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1. 
vided of mn; and nerverticig the legal 
authority with which he had been en- 


a temporary diſqualification; for ſuch an 


tionably degrade himſelf from the dig- 
nity of his ſtation, and render himſelf 


reſpect which is otherwiſe due to his 


. deed, upon another occaſion, commands 
us to give © honour to whom honour” 

it que; but what honour can be due to 
4 convicted hypocrite, —a * qwhited 
I all, — a © wolf in Sheep s cloath- 
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P judgement?” Sv c characters muſt 
expect sven treatment, as Ananias met 
with, from all ſenſible and diſcerning 


men; 


truſted; and, indeed, a notorious breach 
of the law, by any man in the capacity 
of a ruler, may reaſonably. be eſteemed 
honourable truſt; for, a judge without 
Juſtice and rigbteouſueſi, who openly per- 
verts judgement, does thereby. unqueſ- 


unworthy, for the time being, of that 


rank in office. The ſame apoſtle, in- 


ing, to an Ananias on the ſeat 
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md; "if the latter are alſo equally Joyal 
with the apoſtle, I mean in the ſtrict 
and proper. ſenſe of the word ya, 
(which is ſo frequently miſapplied and | 
perverted by ſycophants,) that is, if | 
they are equally zealous with that a- 
pooſtle for law, juſtice, and righteouſneſs, 
for the general good of mankind! 80 
that if we approve of the apoſtle's ad- 
vice, in the beginning of the ſame ſen- 
| tence, viz. RENDER, THEREFORE, 
768 UNTO ALL THEIR DUES, — . tri- 
«© gute, unto whom tribute,“ cuſtom, 
< 70 wum cufam. — * RAE. to worm 
„ PEAR,” — HONOUR t weben o- 
bn we opt Wed alſo allow, 
that the apoſtle's practice (even in his 
behaviour to Ananias was ſtrictly con- 
ſiſtent with his own declared preceprs, 
and that be moſt juſtly rendered to A- 
naniat His DUE, when he ſo ſeverely 
- reprimanded his conduct as 4 judge 
| OTE all theſe circumſtances are duly 


conſidered, 
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e the meaning of the apoſile' $ 


reply, may, fairly enough, be para- 
* in the words of LoRINUS, (9) 


(9) CL Neſciebam eum eſſe PONTIFICE u, guia, ex modo 


cc loguendi Furioſo, non widetur % PONTIFEX, fed 


« TTRANNUs.“ Many of the molt learned and cele- 
brated commentators have conſidered the apoſtle's 
cenſure nearly in the ſame light, In the learned com- 


mentary, commonly called Aſſembly's Annotations, | 


the ſame ſenſe is applied to the apoſtle's reply to. the 
charge of having reviled God's high prieſt, viz, ©* 1 knew 
* him not to be a lawful high priefl, wHo THUS vio- 
46 LATETH THE Law; and, indeed,” (ſays the Com- 
mentary,) * he was but an uſurper. — For proof of 
which they refer us to“ ſoſephus, Ant. 1. 20. c. 3. 5. 
« Chr, Helvic. Theat. Hit. Anno Chriſti, 46.“ 
The learned MarRIAS FLacivs FRancowlTz 
remarks, that the famous Auguſtine, biſhop of „ 
n this reply of the apoſtle 1x8 N AL, „ a 
1 truth ly, (ſays he,) zt borders upon IRONY far, when he 
Ie faq him (Ananias) /it in the chief place among the 
4% pr fry to Jade according. to the law, he neceſſarily 
2 lea 


4 Ia oni AN eſſe putat Auguſtinus, Eft ſane quiddam vicinum 


&« ironiæ. Cum enim videtet eum ſedere inter ſacerdotes loco præci- 
« =puo, et ſecunqum legem judicare; neceſſariò ſcivit eum eſſe 
6. n wi tametſi et alioqui etiam minimi pueri neceſſatiò id 


„ j[lic vel ex ſola ejus pompa et aſſeclis vulgoq ue jactatis vocibus 


4. 9 nedum Paulus homo tam vigilans et diligens. Senſus 
« ergo eſt: Ego non agnoſco in boc homine pontific:m Dei: ſed hypocritam, 
% ſeducorem, et meritatis nr Alioqui bene ſcio prineipi 
60 male dicendum non eſſe. e 
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"il find him quoted by ConnzLivs 4 
Laripr, viz. I B. not that be 
BO- e ien 54.99 - Was 


& Fnew him to be the high priefl : for even the bith 
children knew that by his mere pomp and attendants; 
& and much leſs could a man, ſo watchful and diligent 
cf Paul, be ignorant Hit; the ſenſe therefore, is, (lays 
the learned Francowitz,) “ do not acknowledge, in this 
«man, the high prieſt of God, but a hypocrite, a de- 
* ceiver, and a perſecutor of the truth. Otherwiſe, 
I well know that a ruler is not to be ſpoken againſt 
« or reviled.” To the ſame effect, alſo, the ehen 
monſieur Martin, — * as $7. Paul” (ſays he 4) ** a 
„ not ignorant, nor could be i norant, that this was 
the high prieſt, eſpecially as he ſaw him at the head of 
« the ſanhedrim, it is better to tranſſate the term of the 
original, ly I'D1D NOT THINK, Cc. as in Mark ix. 
% 6, and ſo to underfland this reply of St. Paul as a 
* grave and ſirong irony, by w:hich he would make theſe 
underſtand, by whom he was accuſed of the want of 
* reſpet for the high prieſt, that this perſon was a man 
« unworthy of that character, and that he did not be- 
lieve, that « a vicious and wicked : nan, 1 as Ananias, 


46 * who | 


I Cemme St. Paul n'ignorcit pas, et ne pouvoit pas meme 
ignoter, que ce ne fit le ſouverain ſacriſicateur, puis qu'il le voyoit 
A la tete du ſanheorin, il vaut mieux traduire le term de [original 
par je ne penſois pas, comme Marc ix. 6, et prendre ainſi cette 
repartie de St. Paul comme une grave et forte ironie, par laquelle il 
vouloit fair ſentir a ceux qui Pavoient repris de manquer de reſpect 
pour le ſouverain ſacrificateur, que c' ẽtoit un homme indigne de ce 
caractère; et qu'il ne croyoit pas qu'un vicieux et un impie, comme 
Etoit Ananias, qui avoit uſurpe le pontificat en |'achetant des Romains, 
Meritat d' ẽtre regarde comme ie ſouverain ſaci ificateur de Dieu. 
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* was the high prigſi, becauſe, from his 
0 furious manner of ſpeaking, he did 
. not ſeem to be a HIGH PRIEST, but 
* a TYRANT.” This ſenſe is ſtrictly 
: conſonant to reaſon and natural _ 


Yuſtice and righteouſueſe are 0 in- 
nh connected with the proper 


character of a CHIEF MAGISTRATE or 
R ULER, that any notorious perverſion of | 
thoſe neceſſary principles, in the ac- 
tual exerciſe of that official power with 


: 5 _—  }] which 


{A 


0 1 ow? do es pontificate hy purchaſf ag it of the 
10 Romant, could deſerve 70 2 Nel as the bigh 4 6 
4 God!” | 

It would be tedious to quote all the 3 that | 
may be found to this purpoſe ; the evidence, however, 
of the learned Dr. Whitby, as it includes more au- 
thorities than his own, is worthy the readers notice, 
«© Pr. Lid HTTOOT and GROTIUs (ſays he) think as 
do, that St. Paul does NOT go about TO EXCUsE 
% His MISTAKE, But rather ſaith, I KNOW WELL 
«© ENOUGH THAT Gop's HIGH PRIEST is NOT TO 
60 BE REVILED, Gut that this ANANIAS is @ HIGH 
„ PRIEST, I Fnows not, i. e. I DO NOT Own HIM as 
&© s uH⁰ who hath procured this title by bribery - 
c celebrated RABBINS having declared that ſuch an one 1s 
«© NEITHER A JUDGB, nor TO BE n As 


% sven, He. 


+ which a magiſtrate is entruſted for legal 


L 6 ] 


(and not for illegal) purpoſes, muſt un- 
avoidably diſtinguiſh the contemprible 


hacrite, THE WHITE D WALT, from 
the honourable MAGIST RATE, and de- 
prive | the former of the reſpect which is 


due only to the latter! . Sitteſ thou to 


60 Judge ne ACCORDING TO THE LAW, 


66 and commande ft me to be ; ſmitten cox- 


% TRARY 70 Law | by, Thus the a- 
poſtle clearly explained rhe fitneſs and 8 


propriety of the reproachful figure of 


ſpeech, /whited wall, by which he 
had exprefled the true character a the 


unworthy judge! 


An appellation ſimilar to this was 
given, even by our Lord himſelf, to tbe 
Scribes and Phariſees, who were the 
teachers and magiſtrates of the people: 
Mo unto youy SCRIBES and PHARI- 
% sEES, HYPOCRITES ; for ye are lite 


„ unto WHITED SEPULCHRES, which, 


cc indeed, | 
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4 indbed, appear beautiful outward, zur 
are within full of dead mens bones 
% ang of all uncleanneſs.” (Matth. xxiii. 
27.)— And, in the context, he calls 
them . Bind guides,” (v. 24.) —* hypo 
t crites, (v.25.)—** full of bypocrijy and 
had iniquity,” ' (v. 28. ) partakers in the 
* blood of the prophets,” (v. 30.)—* fore 
% pents, — generation of wipers,” — 
“ howcanye 2ſcape the damnation of hell: * 
Kc. (v. 33.) Nay, Herod himſelf, the 
tetrarch of Galilee, was not exempt- 
ed from the ſeverity of our Lord's cen- 
ſure, when there was a proper occa- 
ion to declare it; for, though our Lord 
lived, for the moſt part, under Herod's 
temporal juriſdiction, that is, in GAL - 
LEE, yet he openly characteriſed the cr 
ty, baſe, and ſe If-interefted, diſpoſition 
of the TETRARCH, by expreſlly cal- 
ling him a nl * Go ye, and tell 


« that 


FOIA 6s The tes our Lord here ſends to Herod,” 
ys a ſenſible and learned commentator, the Rev. Mr. 
A) Francis 


62 } 
unf rox, &. (Luke xiii, 32.) and; 
eee our * endured the moſt 
ag, LOOT * provoking 


Fb, N 5 in his edition of the New Teſtament, 
with references ſet under the text in words at length, ) | 
ig 10 breach of that command which forbids the 
4 SPEAKING EVIL OF THE RULER OP "THE PEOPLE, 
and conſequently is no blemiſh (ſays he) in our Lord's ex- 
46. ample. For our Lord here afts as A PROPHET, as 
* one who had received an ext raordinary - commiſſion from 
&« God: and thoſe, «who were truly PROPHETS. were, in 
« the EXECUTION of their COMMISSION, abowe' the 
« greateſt MEN and moſt powerful princes, æubom they 
© awere not to ſpare when God ſent them to reprove for ſin.” 
All this is certainly true with reſpect to the real autho- 
rity of Chriſt to cenſure Herod, and that his apply- 
ing ſo harſh and ſeyere an expreſſion ro the tetrarch “ i, 
& 70 blemiſh in our Lord's example but yet this is not, 
J apprehend, the proper method of reconciling. the 
ſeeming difficulty, which ariſes from this example, of 
our Lord's applying a ſevere and reproachful epithet 
to a chief ruler, (in calling Herod a Fox,) when it is 
compared with that precept of the law, which forbids 
the ſpeaking evil of th: ruler of the people; for, though 
our Lord had ample ſuperiority and authority to re- 
prove Whomſoever he pleaſed, even the greateſt ruler 
upon earth, yet, with reſpect to his own perſonal be- 
hawiour, as a man among men, he claimed no autho- 
rity to diſpenſe with the poſitive precepts of the Mo- 
ſaic law, on account of his own real dignity, or ſupe- 
riority over the reſt of mankind, but ſtrictly obeyed 
the law in all things, and publicly declared his ſtrict 
conformity thereto. Think not” * he,) „that 
| "1 


Et ay | 
ptovoking indignities from the licentious 
ſoldiery and reviling multitude, in ,- 
lence, anſwering not @ word, agreeable 
to that wann character of a ſuffering 
FO Mieſſiab, 


I come to deſtrey the LA. or th! PROPHETS : 1 an 
« not come to deſtroy, but to fulfill.“ Matth. v. 17. 
By THE LAW AND THE PROPHETS” (ſays the 
ſame ingenious commentator above cited) “ are 
* meant the great rules of lift, delivered in the writings of 
© Mosts and the PROPHETS, or in the Old Teſtament, 
* more eſpecially the duties of the MORAL or NATURAL 
„Law; (from whence thoſe, reſpecting our beha- 
viour to RULERS, cannot with propriety be excluded; ) 
« Theſe, our Lord afſures us, HE DID NOT COME fe DR 
*© STROY or DISSOLVE : I was not his deſign to FREE 
* men from the obligation tbey were under to practiſe the 
* MORAL LAWS of GOD, but to fulfil and perfect them. 
This our Lord did, BY LIVING UP TO THOSE 
© LAWS HIMSELF,” (Which totally excludes the idea 
of his diſpeuſing, on account of his own real ſuperio- 
rity, with that moral law reſpecting behaviour to rn- 
lers,) „“ and becoming thereby AN EXAMPLE TO us, 
&« by freeing tbem from the corrupt gleſſis, which the 
teachers among the Jews put upon them, and by expound-, 
sing them in their fulleſt ſenſe, and according to their juſt 
„ latitude, ſewing that they command not only an 0uT-" 
*'WARD OBEDIENCE, but THE OBEDIENCE ever of 
«the MIND and THOUGHTS, as appears in what our" 
Lord delivers in the following verſes : — Theſe lanvs 
% hade their foundation in the reaſon and nature of things, 
6; ard therefore their obligation will never bet” | 
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Meſſiah, fo minutely deſcribed, many 


ages before, by the prophet Iſaiah ; (11) 
yet he made an apparent diſtinction be- 
tween the vioLENCE and INJUSTICE 
of theſe, as individuals, and the 1nJus- 
TICE of a man in a public character, as a 
chief magiſtrate; for even, in our Lord's 
ſtate of extreme humiliation, when his 
hour of ſufferings was come, he did not 


fail to rebuke the 1NJUSTICE of the high 


prieſt in his jodicial capacity, becauſe, 
inſtead of proceeding againſt him by 


the legal method of examination by wit- 


neſſes, he had attempted to draw out 
matter of accuſation from his own 


mouth, againſt himſelf, by IN TERRO—- 


GATORIES, according to the baneful 


method of arbitrary courts ! 
But, 


(11) “ He was . 2 le wwas af ed, YET 
© HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH: he ts brought as @ 
ce lamb to the laughter; and, as a ſheep before her ſhearers 
© is dun, so HE OPENED NOT HIS MOUTH. He 


«© avas, taken from priſon, and from judgement : and who 


« ſpall declare his generation ? for be was cut off out of the 
land of the living: for- the 1 16 my people 


% abas he flricken !“ Iſaiah ll. 7, 8. 
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Sd our Lord ſoon ou a Wy to Tas 
impertinent QUESTIONS, by referring 
him to the legal method of finding evi- 
dence by witneſſes: — Why ASKEST 
* thoume? ASK them which heard me, 
& what I have aid unto them: behold, 
_ they know what I ſaid.” John xviii. 


21. Upon which, a time-ſerving of- 


ficer, who probably had not accuſtom- 
ed himſelf to diſtinguiſh the different 


degrees of reſpect that are due to good 


and bad magiſtrates, © gave Teſus a 


© blow, or rap with a rod,” (£9 gu- 
pa 7% Incu,) ſaying, “ Arſwereft thou the 
« bighpreeſt ſo?” (v. 22.) which open in- 


Juſtice, to a perſon uncondemned, (even 


while he ſtood in the preſence of the ma- 


giſtrate, who ought to have protected 
him, ) dtew a farther remonſtrance, even 
from the meekeſt and humbleſt man 
that ever was on earth, though the ſame 
divine perion afterwards ſuffered much 
greater indignities in Hence! For, „Je- 
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* us — bim — . 1 have Ho- 
1 gen evil, (laid be,) tt bear witneſs of 


45 the evil: but, if well, _ why eitel 
61 * thou ne! 2 (V. 23.) 


4% Gas that the reprehenſion of 
magiſtrates and their officers, for in- 
Juſtice and abuſe of power, is not incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſtricteſt rules of Chriſti. 


an PASSIVE OBEDIENCE: and, though 


the apoſtle Paul, in a ſimilar caſe, uſed 
much harſher language, yet his cenſure 
was undoubtedly 7 and true, and he 
ſeverity of his expreſſions was plainly 
juſtified (as I have already ſhewn) by the 
event! i. e. by the fatal cataſtrophe of 
ANANIAs. The law, therefore, which 

forbids the ſpeaking evil of the ruler of 
the people, is certainly to be underſtood = 
| with proper exceptions, ſo as not to ex- 
clude any juſt cenſure of rulers, when 
their abuſe of Mice, and the cauſe of 
ee and HR may render ſuch cen- 
_ ſure 
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fate eadatiny” and ſeaſonable. That 
the apoſtle Paul thus underſtood the text 


in queſtion, is manifeſt from his man- 
ner of quoting it, when he was charged 
with reviling God's high prieft, if the 
ſeverity of his cenſure be compared with 


the indifference which he ſhewed, im- 


mediately afterwards, towards the of- 
fended Sadducee, by openly profeſſing | 
| himſelf to be of an oppoſite party, and 
by throwing an oblique charge againſt 


the whole body of Sadducees, as the 
principal authors-of the unjuſt perſecu- 


tion againſt himſelf, - Tam a PEAR I- 
xt," (ſaid he,) the ſon of a PHA= 
© RISER ; of the hepe and ręſurrection of 
the dead am I called in queſtion.” (Acts 
xxiii. 6.) Thus he manifeſtly threw 


the whole blame upon he Sadducees, and 


thereby ſhewed no inclination to apolo- 
1 gie for the oy of his ſpeecht to their 


ine Ge 1 
. 55 


7 $-# 
* 
* — 


W Gren e | T 
$ 1 nn MT e 1 , i „ +-4 ® 


1 muſt farther rematk, that the a- 
poſtle's behaviour, in openly oppoſing 
the Bigh prieſt, (who, as ſuch, was alſo 
a chief magiſtrate and judge,} is by no 
means inconſiſtent with that excellent 
advice which the ſame apoſtle has laid 
down in the thirteenth chapter of his 
Epiſtle to the Romans, though it is 
frequently cited by the advocates for ar- 
| bitrary power, in order to juſtify their 
| falſe notions concerning the neceſſity of 
abſolute Halen, and entire en obe- 

dience | * | 


Ta an inattentive 8 e the 
apoſtle's expreſſion may ſeem-too much 
to fayour ſuch doctrines, if the ſenſe 
and connexion of the whole contextare 
not carefully weighed together 3 but 
though he ſaid, — << Let every foul be 
« ſubjecd unto the higher powers. For 
there is no power but of God : the pow- 

ers that be are ordained oY God. Whoſe- 


e eber 


„ - 


« ever, therefore, reſiſteth the power, re- 


i heth the ordinance of God: and they, 


& that reſiſt, ſball receive te themſelves 


cc. damnation.” Yet he immediately af- 
terwards ſignifies what kind of rulers be 
ſpoke of that were not to be reliſted.” 


« eee he in the very next 


verle) ARE NOT A TERROR TO. 
* co WORKS, BUT TO THE, EVIL. 
& Mili thau then not. be. afraid, of the, 

e power; : do that which 15 GO, an thou 


& ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame ; on be. 


« i; the MINISTER of Go t thee for 


© GOOD." (But ANANIAS,, as a ruler, 


Was certainly the very reverſe of this 
_ deſcription, ſo that the practice of the 
apoſtle, with reſpect to him, was by no 
means oppoſite to this doctrine.) * But 
(ſays he) © if thou do that which is EVIL, 
e de afraid; for be beareth not the ſword 
in vain: for be is THE MINISTER. 
© of Gop, a revenger to (execute) 
&,norath upon him that doeth evil. Where- 
« fore (ye) muſt needs be ſubject, not only 
| « for 
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1 
or wrutb, but alſo rox coxsci- 
r ENeE SAKE, For this "cauſe pay A ye 
fribute 2%. ' fo# they are Gop's MINI- 
0 sT ERS, attending. continually” upon 
« this very thing... Render, therefore, th 
«all their dues : tribute, to whom tri- 
ute (is due); cuſtom, to whom cuſ- 
« tom; fear to whom fear; bonour (12) 
to whom honour.” (Romans xiii. f to 
7.) Now, de pleafed to remark,” that 
the apoſtle has expreſſly and repeated] y 
aſſigned the reaſon why ſo much reſpect 
and obedience is due to the higher pow- 
ers, or to the ruler, or magiſtrate; * for 
he is” (fays the apoſtle) the MINISTER 
« ox GOD TO THEE FOR Goop,” Ge. 
and again,—** for he is the MINISTER oF 
«-Gop, a revenger to wrath upon him 
that doeth evil: and again,. FOR 
© THEY ARE GOD's MINISTERSy” —— 
chat is, wy” are OF miniſters while 
1% bent. e Fo oth they 


4 * * * 


* 2 bing 555 * ads 71, concerning 8 kind | 
of magiſtrates to whom honour is or is not que / . 


Tom} 


in the execution of their public charge, 


how ſoever deficient their characters may 
be in other reſpects, as private individu- 


als; but, on the other hand, ſuch an unjuſt 


ruler as Ananias, for inſtance, who ſat 


te judge ACCORDING TO LAW, and yet 
commanded a perſon to be begten CoN= 


TRA RY TO. LAW, ſuch a ruler, | I fay, 


cannot be eſteemed à miniſter of God to 
#5 FOR GOOD, or @ miniſter of. God in 


any reſpe& whatſoever. A man, who is 


notoriouſly guilty of perverting the laws, 
and of abuſing the delegated power, with 
which he is entruſted, by acts of vio- 
lence and injuſtice, is ſo far from being 


&« the miniſter of God,” that he is mani- 


feſtly the minifter of the devil;” which 
is the expreſs doctrine of the common 
| law of- this kingdom, according to the 
: moſt approved and moſt antient autho- 
rities; wherein we find it applied not 


merely to inferior rulers, but to the ſu- 
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preme rwagiſtrate, even to che whe 
* Any. if he rules — to 


As 2 a „ g # (4 4 1 1 | 1 * 


- 


"4 . The . 8 1 . 4. „ des 
fays,— 4 that a king can do nothing elſe upon earth,” as 
e be is THE MINISTER and VIGAR or GOD, but 

« that only which BY LAw he may do, c. And, a 
little farther, he adds, —** His poaver, therefore,” (fays 
he,) is of right, (or law,) and not of wrong, (or in- 
4 jury,) &c."*-— © That a ling ought, therefore, to exer- 
LE wiſe the power of right, (or Law;)as THE VICAR'AND 
*© MINISTER OF GOD, on earth, becauſe that power is 
cr of Gop ALONE ; but the poaver of WRONG (or ix j u- 
% RY) zs of the DEVIL, and NOT OF Gop, and the 
% avork of which ſo ever of theſe the king ſhall do, 
Are HE 1S THE MINISTER * awhoſe work be ſhall do, 
| on Ep Forts ea tog Feet vo. Wb, 


This is perfectly agreeable to the doQrine of holy Wade 
“ Whoſecuer committeth fn“ (ſaid our Lord nimsELF) “ is the 
C 2 (or miniſter) “ of Vn.“ John viii. 34. Here is no 
exception or exclufive privilege allowed on account of temporal dig- 
nity, or offices of worldly power! All men that wilfully do evil, 
(be they bigb or l, are not only ſervants of six, but alſo sons 
(as well as ſervants) oF THE DEVIL, as our Lord himſelf declared, 
«© Ye do the derds of your FATHER,” &c. Ibid. ver, 41. And, when 
thoſe men, to whom he addreſſed himſelf, ſtill contended (notwith- 
ſtanding their wicked deeds) that they were te ſons and ſervants of 
Ged : Chriſt replied, © Why do ye not underſtand my ſpeech ? Se. — 
Te are of (your) father, THE DEVIL, and the luſts of yeur Father 
c ye will do. He wvas a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in 
& thetruth, becauſe there is no truth in bim. Ii ben be, ſpeaketh a the, 
4 e Secaketh of bis own : for be is a lyar, and the father of it.“ Ibid, 

43 and 44. And, in like manner, THE DEVIL is certainly re 
rad, or ande, of every other n among men, as 


much 


law, by violating, corrupting, or per- 
verting, in any reſpect, the powers of 


wel Vis. 9 


& While, therefore, he does jus Tick, he is the VICAR 


„ (or MINISTER) ofthe ETERNAL KING ; but he is the 
© MINISTER of the DEVIL aobile he turns aſide to 1N- 
* JUSTICE, for he. is talled king (akx) from WEUL 
RULING, and not from REIGNING 3 Gecarſe he is 
c KING while be RULES WELL, but a FYRANT while 
be oppreſſes the people committed to his charge with viv- 
c lent (or oppreſlive) government.” Nihil enim aliud 


© poteſt rex in terris, CUM sir DEI MINISTER ET 


© VICARIUS, niſi id ſolum quod de jure poteſt, &c. 


«© Poteſtas itaque ſua juris elt, et non injuriz, & c. 


* Exercere igitur debet rex poteſtatem juris, ficut 
DEI viICARIUS BT MINISTER i terra, quia illa 


„ poteftas ſolius Dei ſt, poteſtas autem injurig biA- 


« BOL1, 20 DEI; et cujus horum opera fecerit rex, 
* ejus MINISTER erit, cujus opera fecerit. Igitur dum 
2 facit Juſtitiam, VICARIUS EST REGIS ZETERNI; 
© MINISTER AUTEM DIABOLI, dum declinet ad W- 
<« ram. Dicitur enim rex a bene regendo et non a 


© regnando, quia rex eſt dum bene regit, tyrannus 


dum populum fibi creditum violenta opprimit 
4 dominatione.” Henrici de Bratton de Legibus et 
Conſuetudinibus Angliæ lib. iii. c. ix. And nearly 


the ſame doctrine in ſubſtance is laid down in Fleta, 8 


lib, i. c. 17. 


= 


| much as he is of 8 lying, and 3 how ſoever Lignified the 


- viſible agents therein may be by the inveſliture of temporal honours, 


titles, and power, or royal commiſſions! — “ Know ye not (faid the 


apoſtle Paul) “ that to wwhom ye yield yourſelves SERVANTS 70 obey, 
© s 8ERVANTS” (or MINISTERS) © ye are to whom you obey; 


© whether of ſin unto death, or of obe diente unto'rightemſreſs{"? © Rom. 


vi. 6. | 
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government! And that excellent con- 


ſtitational lawyer, Lord Sommers, informs 


wt; that ST. EDwWwARD's Law even goes 
farther, (14) viz. © That, unleſt the 
* king performs bis duty, and anſwers 
« the end for which he was conflituted, 
% not ſo much AS THE NAME OF A 


* KING ſhall remain in him.” Now, 


when theſe conſtitutional principles of 
the Engliſh law are collated and duly 
compared with the precepts before cited 

from the apoſtle Paul, they are ſo far 
from being contradictory, that the full 
and clear meaning of them all may be 


maintained together without the leaſt 


inconfiftency or difcrepance of doctrine ; 


| for we may ſurely ſay, with the apoſtle, 


« Render to all their dues,” &. without 
ſceming to favour the pernicious and 
ee ee dodrine of. an unkien#od paſ- 


A 


00 The judgement of whole kingdoms and me 


s, concerning the Tights, power, and prerogative, 


of x1N64, and the rights, privileges, and proper 


ties, of the Tor TE, 4e. See the 6 iſt paragraph: 


Y 


1 78 1 


8 ve | abedience!. , Render, pac ta 
& all their dues; ; tribute, to wbom tri- 
« bute(is due); cuſtom, to whom cuſtom; 
* fear, to whom fear ; bonour, to whom, 
Honour. For, though cuſtom, tribute, 
fear, and honour, are certainly due to 
him who is the MINISTER OF Gop to. 
us for good, yet, ſurely, no honour is 
due, or ought to be rendered, to THE 
MINISTER OF THE DEVIL, to the 
perjured violater of a public truſt, who, 
In the eye of the Englith law, is not 
even worthy of © /o much as the name 
au, 


| Phi deve, p ben often be ſaid 
to be due to ſuch men when in power; 
but it is a very different ſort of fear 
from that reverential fear which ir due 
to him who ig the miniſter of God to 
«* us for good!” It is ſuch a fear only as 
that, which men have of a wild beaft that 
derours the flock! He is fierce and 
| K 2 85 Arong. 


Arong ſay they, and, therefore, each indi- 


vidual, through fear of perſonal inconvent- 
ence to bimſelf, is induced to wink at the 
ruinous de predations made upon his neigh- 
_ bours and brethren, fo that, for want of a 


prudent and timely oppoſition, the vora- 


cious animal (which ina ſtate is a many- 


headed monſter) becomes ſtronger and 
more dangerous to the community at 


large, till the unwary time- ſervers them; 
ſelves perceive (when itis too late) that, 


by their own ſelfiſh connivance, re- 
ſpectively, as individuals, they have been 
acceſſaries to the general ruin; and, as 
ſuch, muſt one day be anſwerable to 


God for their ſhameful breach of that 
LAW OF LIBERTY, (15) / Thou ſhalt 


66 love thy neighbour as thyſelf,” ) in which 
we are aſſured all the law 1 15 2 Hfilled, (16) 
| | and 


0 9 See my Tra on the Law of Liber, 


(16) 4 For all the law is fulfilled | in one word, even 
«in this; 2 heal love "ny W as regel. ” Gala- 
tians v Ve Lk | 


6: 


Sl 


and by which, we ate alſo aſſured, r 


ſhall be Judged. { (17). 


This heavenly Ir ebb is . nn. 
and proper ground for patriatiſm, and 


_ undoubtedly has always been the pre- 


dominant motive of great and good menz 


(ſuch as the difintereſted and loyal apo- 
ſtile Paul, following his Lord's exam- 


ple, ) in their oppoſition to the injuſtice 
of rulers and magiſtrates, though they 
_ paſſively ſubmit to perſonal injuries from 


other hands! for, in this, as I have al- 


ready remarked, conſiſts the due diſ- 
tinction between the neceſſary Chriftian 
ſubm ion to perſonal i injuries, and the 


e of an unlimited palſive obedience. 


"The SUBJECTION and OBEDIENCE to 
MAGISTRATES, enjoined by the fame 


apoſtle i in his Epiſtle to Titus, (c. iii. 1.) 
muſk certainly be underſtood with the 


ſame | 
nm 55 80 ſpeak ye, and lo do, as they . ſhall be 


60 JUDGED & the law of liberty.“ James ii, 12. 
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ſame neceſſary limitations, —** Put them 
% in mind (ſays the apoſtle) To Be StpB- 
% JECT TO PRINCIPALITIES. AND 
% POWERS, TO OBEY MAGISTRATES,” 
(v wpyer, fays he, but then he im- 
2 mediately ſuhjoins,) « fo be ready. fo e- 
* very good work.” — And no man 
can be eſteemed ready to every good 
„ work,” if he is obedient to magiſtrates 
when theit commands exceed the due li- 
mits of the law; or if (contrary to the ex- 
ample of the apoſtle himſelf )he neglects a 
fair opportunity of publicly diſcounten- 
ancing and'cenfuring any notorious per- 
nw of nm ge . 4 . 3 


& 


The eee of the 
doctrine of obedience muſt alſo be un- 
derſtood when we read the exhortation 
of another apoſtle on this head, viz. 

er * Submit yourſelves to every ordinance 
« of man for the Lord's ſake : whether 
1 1 be to the Kix, as xs ſupreme ; or 
inan N . * unto 


17 


« unto GovVER NOR8, ' af unto them 1hat 


6. are ſent by bim FOR THE PUNISH- 
© MENT OF EVIL DOERS, and for the 
os PRAISE OF THEM THAT DO WELL. 
For. ſo is the will of God, that with 
« WwELL-DOING ye may put to filence 
« the ignorance of fooliſh men: as free, 
% and not uſing (your) liberty for a cloke 
* of maliciouſueſi, but as the ſervants of 
« God!” (1 Peter ii. 13-16.) Gover- 


* 


* 


Nos are here declared to be ſent for the 


puniſhment of evil doers, and for the 
pr aiſe of them that do well; to ſuch, there- 
fore, as anſwer this deſcription, the ab- 
miſſion and honour enjoined in the context 


are undoubtedly due; but, whenever the 


governors themſelves become Zhe evil do- 


ers, and, like Ananias, inſtead of praifing 


: and encouraging 5 them tbat d well,” 
d do notoriouſly abuſe, oppreſs, and mur- 
| der, them, as he did, (18) it would bea 
i ANF So manifeſt 


wy). The n Paul was 10 far from retraQing 


any part of his ſevere cenſure and remonſtrance againſt | 


Ananias 
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maziſeſt perverſion of the text to ſup- 
poſe that we are required thereby to 
* Submit NT" to every ordinance 4 
* Man, 


4.2! 


en that he as: | ati Fells) defied 

Ananas and the reſt of his accuſers to ſhew that he had 
deen guilty of any the leaſt miſdemeanour ever ſince 
bis laſt arrival at Jeruſalem, and more particularly 
while “ he flood before the council,” (meaning the time 
when he foretold that God ſhould ſmite that white 
«uall, Ananias,) * or elſe” (ſaid he to Felix) „ let theſe 
_ «*« ſame here ſay,” (meaning the high prieſt Ananias, 
the elders, and their orator, Tertullus, mentioned in 
the firſt verſe of the chapter,) if they hawe found any 
* EVIL DOING * IN ME WHILE 1 STOOD BEFORE THE 
COUNCIL, except it be for this one voice,“ (now he 
once more provokes the malicious Sadducee,) “ that 
« [ cried, flanding among them, Ti ouching THE RESUR- 
„ RECTION OF THE DEAD I am called in queſtion ty 
* you this day. (Acts xxiv. 20.) This is a manifeſt 
declaration that there was nothing reprehenſible either 
in his behaviour or words on that day ** before the 
council, becauſe his declaration concerning the re- 
ſurrection of the dead was the only one voice (or ex- 
preſſion) which he ſuppoſed theſe Sadducees could. call 
in e and * to his s charge! | 


* The word? in the original i is xn, Ggnifying rather hefe, 
or unrighteouſneſs, than Evit- Dos; and as the former may be effected 
by words as well as by deeds, this public challenge from the mouch of 
the apoſtle includes a complete juſtification of all that he either ſaid 

or did on that day before the council, 


1 670 
&* nan, 5 admitting ſuchjuſt 


0 1 neceſſary exceptions to the doctrine 
N L. N e 48 


(19) The apoſtles and diſciples of Chriſt were ſo far 
from ſubmitting themſelves to every ordinance of man,” 
that they boldly rejected the unju/? commands even of the 
high prieſt and the whole national council of the Jewiſh 
Hate! The great council, called sax HEDRIN, i. e. 
3 (che commands of which they rejected, in- 
<luded at that time all perſons of their nation that bore 
any public authority or dignity among them, for the 
text expreſsly informs us that heir RULERS, and 
„ ELDERS, and SCRIBES, ard ANNAS, THE HIGH 
„ PRIEST,” (and the high priefts ſince the time of the 
| Maccabees were generally conſidered as a ſort of prin- 
ces,) * and Cataphas, and Fohn, and Alexander, and as 
% many as were of the kindred of the high prieſt, were 
8, {gti together at Feruſalem.” _ 

No power, therefore, amongſt the Jews, could be 
more reſpectable (in regard to temporal authority) 
than this great national council; and the apoſtle Pe- 
ter accordingly acknowledged their legal authority 
at firſt, by reſpectfully addreling them, ſaying.— — * re 
4 3 of the people and elders of Vrael,  &c. 

. «AC. notwithſtanding the temporal authority of this 
awful aſſembly of rulers and elders, (or ſenators,) they 
were publicly diſregarded and contradicted by. the a- 

poſtles even in their preſence, upon the very firſt pro- 

poſal of an unregſouable and unlauaful oxDINANCE ; for 
bey called them, (the apoſtles,) © and COMMANDED 

„ THEM mot to ſpeak. at all, nor teach in the name of 

20 Jeſus. But Peter and John anſwered and aid 

% unto them, whether it be mew in the fight of God to 

1 bear ten 


IL ﬆ \ 
as T have ey cited from the example 


of the apoſtle Paul, and even from that 
of our Lord himſelf, | 


Ad, therefore, though the apoſtle 
Peter adds, Honour all (men): h, 
Beds: brotherhood : 2 fear God: honour 
„ tbe king: yet he muſt neceflarily be 
underſtood to mean, with the apoſtle 
Paul, that we muſt render 66 honour 
* 70 whom bonour” is DUE, and not to 
5 ä wore 


1% bearken unto you mare dar wnio Cod, judge ye. For abe 
« cannot but Jpeak the things we have ſeen and heard. o 
(Ads iv. 19 and 20.) And afterwards, when they were 
brought a ſecond time before the ſaid great council to 

anſwer for their breach of this ORDINANCE OP 
c MAN, LT the high priſe aſked them, ſaying, DID NOT 
40 WE STRAIGHTLY COMMAND YOU that you hould | 
. not teach in this name, and behold ye have filled Jeru- 
e. 2255 wwith Jour doctrine, and intend to bring this man? 8 
4 ic _ Blood upon 15. Then Peter and the other 2 . an- 


S LT * > 


Wy, 1501 with 8 alſo to the 2 of e every 
Public ordinance that is contrary to reaſon, Juſtice, or 
natural equity, as well as thoſe that are contrary to the 
written word of God!” This 1 have thewn more at large 
in! my Declaration of the Tore s Right, 


1 85 1 


honour ſuch men and ſach . as are 


unworthy of donau 200 
be = I 
_ (20) To the Aan, of the patriotic apoſtle, Paul, 
upon this paint, I muſt now add that of another cho- 
ſen veſſel of Chriſt, the protomartyr Stephen this 
excellent man, “ full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom,” 
(Acts vi. 3.) © full of faith and power,” (v. 8.) © and 
1% evhoſe wiſdom and, ſpirit none were able, to ref: 
(v. 10.) This excellent man, I ſay, has left us by 
his own example an unqueſtionable precedent on re- 
cord to demonſtrate that nonovR is NOT DUE to the 
higheſt temporal authority on earth, not even to a 
great national council of rulers and elders, while they ex- 
erciſe their authority in «ju/! proſecutions, and abuſe 
their power by enacting unrea/orable and tyrannical or- 
dinances, The great council of the Jewiſh ftate had 
* ftraightly- command the apoſtles and difciples of 
Chrift (as I have already remarked in a preceding 
note) * not to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the name of 
« as ;” which command, it ſeems, was given leſt 
their preaching ſhould << bring this man's blood” (Kid 
the high prieſt, meaning the blood of our Logp Jasus) 
& pon , but Stephen paid fo little regard either 
to the untauful command itfelf, or to the reaſon of it, 
that he afterwards publicly upbraided the whole coun. 
eil, with the high prieſt at the head of it, (in the moſt 
ſtimulating and unteſerved terms,) as the betrayers and 
murderers of that juſt One !“ 7; fif-neched, and un- 
* circumciſed i in heart and ears,” (fad he to their faces 
in the public affembly,) 0 Ul do ahways refift the Holy 
** Ghoſt - as your fathers (did), /o (do) ye. Which of | 
«© che prophets have nor your fathers perſecuted? And they 


© hate 
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But what men (it will be ſaid) are to 
be eſteemed the proper judges of deſert 
in ſuch caſes, ſo as to determine with 
_ propriety when honour is or is not to be 
rendered? To which I anſwer, — Every 
man is a judge of it if he be not 
an idiot or mad man! Every man 
of common ſenſe can diſtinguiſh jufe 
tice from injuſtice, right from wrong, 
honourable. 


« ha Cain chin which fond befors of the contig of the 


_ «. jusT ONE, of whom ye have been now the BETRAY=s. 


4 
# 
| 
' 
by 

* 
4 
; 

| 

; 

| 

1 

0 

33 

* 

1 

4 


ERR —ü— — ü 
» 


6 — — 


«© ERS and MUROERERS,” &c. (Acts vii. 51 and 52.) 
Words could not well be Harper than theſe, which is 
manifeſt from their et; for the text teſliſies that 
« auben they heard. theſe things they were CUT TO THE 
«© HEART, and they gnaſhed on him with (their) teeth. 3 

(V. 54.) Thus it clearly appears that the hdly, inno- 

cent, and meek Stephen did not think himſelf bound 
(like our undiſtin guiſhing paſive-obedience men) to . ſubs 
<< mit to every ordinance of man,” &c. nor to © honour all | 
& nen, without making reaſonable and due excep- 
tions! Nay, ſo far from bonouring men merely on 
account of their temporal dignity, it is manifeſt that he 
treated the whole body of rulers with the utmoſt ſeverity 
and contempt, while he thought them unwerthy of honour, 
and yet there is no doubt but that he moſt conſcienti- 
ouſly, on every occaſion, Waal * honour to Cs | 
„% honaur”” WAS DUE! | 
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honourable from di honourable, (2 1) when- 


ever he happens to be an eye or ear 
witneſs of the proper circumſtances of 
evidence for ſuch a judgement! Every 
man, (except as above,) be he ever ſo 


poor and mean with reſpe& to his 


rank in this life, inherits: he knowledge 
of. good and evil, or REASON, from the 


common parents of mankind, and is 
thereby rendered anſwerable to Gop 


e eee ee 


MAN for many of them! 


In this hereditary knowledge, and in 


the proper uſe of it, (according to the 
different ſtations of life in which men 


ſubſiſt in this world, ) conſiſts the equality 


of ALL MANKIND In the fight of Gop, 


and alſo in the eye of the lau, I mean 


the common law and rules of natural juſ- 


tice, which are formed upon the ſelf- 


evident 


(62h > ip my y Trad on 4 the 1 f Nature and the 8 
6 Principles of Action in Man,” wherein, I hope, this | 


point is fully demonſtrated. 
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* Rn 
evident concluſions of hun reafor, aud 
are the neceflary. reſult of the above» 
mentioned hereditary knowledge in MAN. 


Every man 4nows, by What we call 
canſcience, (which is only an eſſect of 
buman reaſon upon the mind,) whether 
his on actions deſerve the cenſare o 
the magy/irate; who '* bears net the 


« ſword in vain!” And the fame prin- 


ciple of hereditary inowledge enables 


him to judge alſo concerning the out- 
ward actions of other men, whether they 


be juſt or unjuſt ; whether OP be my” 
OY or cenfurable 2 


But, if a man abuſes his own natural 
reaſon, and ſuffers himſelf to be blinded 


by private intereſt, by paſſion, or un- 


reaſonable reſentment, or by pride, en- 


vy, or perfonal partiality, and is there- 
by led to mifconftrue the actions of his 


fupetiots, to behave unſeemly to- 
oaks them, and to cenfare them pub- 
| _ 


1% 1 


Lily without à juſt cauſe, che oo. 
ente of ſuch an offender againſt rea- 
om will ſpeedily inform him that be 
| has cavſe to fear the magiſtrate, and 
Chat he is liable to ſuffer for his miſbe- 
Hhaviour © as an evil doer: but, when 
the like faults are diſcoverable on the o- 
ther fide, that is, on the fide of the 
ſuperior or magiſtrate, (as it happened 
in the cafe of Ananias, ) a / cenſure of 
the unfuſt magiſtrate, even though it 
comes from the pooreſt and meaneſt 
man that happens to be preſent, will 
| have its due weight in che opinion of 
all unprejudiced and diſintereſted per- 
ſons, and may occaſion a conſiderable 
check: to the progreſs of injuſtice; and, 
therefore, if any man neglects ſuch an 
opportunity (when he has it in his 
power) of making a perſonal proteſt (as 
Paul did) againſt the public injuſtice 
of a wicked magiſtrate, he ſtrengthens 
the hand of iniquity by his timidity 
and 
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and remiſſneſs, and becomes: acceſſary 
to the public diſgrace by refuſing his 
endeavours, according to his abilities, 
(how ſoever ſmall,) to vindicate the la. 
of God, and maintain the common rights 


F his neighbours and brethren, Such 
an one unhappily demonſtrates that he 


has more fear of MAN than of Gop, 


and much more /ove for him ſelf. than be 


has for his neighbour and country, and, 
- conſequently, in that awful day, when 
he Hall be judged by the law of liber- 
„, (22) muſt be liable, (unleſs a2 
timely repentance ſhould have previouſly 
_ reſtored him to a better uſe of that He- 
N reditary knowledge for which all men 
are accountable,) muſt be liable, I ſay, 
to be caſt with the unprofitable ſer- 
** vant into outer darkneſs : tbere ſhall 
46 © be weeping and cabin o teeth!” 
a Marth, XXVs (..30s 


ALL 


(22) James fi. 12. see alſo my Tract on the Law 
of Liberty, | | 
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© Arr MEN, therefore, be they ever 


ſo rich, or ever ſo poor and mean, are 
REQUIRED to vindicate the cauſe of 


truth, juſtice, and righteouſneſs, when- 


ever they have a favourable opportunity of 


doing ſo; they ARE REQUIRED, I ſay, 
| becauſe they ARE ENABLED by their 


NATURAL KNOWLEDGE of GO and 


EVIL to diſcern and judge concerning 


the Fitneſs or unſitneſs of human actions, 


and of the juſlice or injuſtice of all mea- 


ſures and proceedings that happen to 


fall within the reach of their inſpection 
and confequent obſervation. He, who 


| denies this, is ignorant of the true dig- 


nity of human nature, and wants a teacher 
to point out to him not only e equality 
of mankind before God, but alſo the uni- 
verſal conditions of man's ſubſiſtence in the 


world !——THE HEREDITARY KNOW= 


LE DGE OF GOOD AND EVIL may, at 
leaſt, be eſteemed as the o TALENT 
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for which all mankind are accountable 
tothe univerſal Lord! And, therefore, 
if they wiltully abuſe or bury THis 
TALENT, they have ſurely nothing to 
expect but the condemnation above- 
mentioned of the unprofitable ſervant ! 


Shall we blame the patriotic apoſtle, 
then, for his zeal in vindicating the natu- 
ral rights of mankind againſt an ux jusr 
JUDGE, when he had fo fair an op- 
portunity of proteſting againſt his ini- 
quity? God forbid! Let us, on the 
_ contrary, revere his example, which, 
in reality, affords no oppoſition to the 
doctrine laid down in the beginning of 
this Tra& concerning the neceſſity of 
© Chriftian ſubmiſſion to perſonal inju- 
* fies.“ If he, ſometimes, freely and 
courageouſly expreſſed his reſentment 
for perſonal ill uſage, (2 3) it was al- 


Ways 


(43) In purſaing the examination of this ſubject con- 
cerning re/entment for prrjeval ul e 1 was gradually 
e IG 


= >» 
ways in vindication of /e Jaw, on 
which (next io the providence of God) 
the ſafety, liberty, and happinefs, of 


the community depend; whereas, the 


Bally revenger of his own cauſe is ſo 
far from being a friend to the com- 
' munity, or a /over of liberty, that he 
himfelf is actually a tyrant; becauſe he 
neglects the neceſſary doctrine of? Chri/- 


6c tian ſubmiſſion 70 perſonal injuries, | 


and on every occaſion is ready to re- 
venge his own cauſe with his own Band, 
and to uſurp all the diſtinct offices of 


„„ Judge, 


led to conſider the preſent unnatural though vevalie g 


practice of DUELLING ; and this occaſioned my Re- 
% marks on the Opinions of ſome of the moſt eminent Wri- 
& ters on CRown Law, re/peding the due diſlinchion 
& betaveen MANSLAUGHTER and MURDER,” (printed 
in 1773,) which Remarks were, at firſt, intended as a 
continuation of this tract; but finding, ſoon afterwards, 
that ſome publication, to correct the common miſtaken 
doctrines concerning manſlaughter and duziling, was be- 


come more immediately neceſſary, I thought it ad- 


viſeable to detach what I had written on chat ſubject 
from this tract, and to print it as joon as poſſible, (with 


ſome few alterations and additions,) rather than to wait 


for the publication of theſe other tracts. 
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judge, jury, and executioner! He is ſo 
far from vindicating the law, like the 
generous and patriotic apoſtle, for the 
ſake of national liberty, that he manifeſt- 
ly ſets himſelf up abave the law, (which 
is the firſt characteriſtic of a tyrant, q and 
thereby renders himſelf in fact an open 
enemy to Jiberty, and r a 
oj . to ne 


GRANVILLE SHARP, 


= Grony to Gop in the Higheſt! - 
“ And on Earth — PRAcx, 


« Goop WILL towards Men!“ 
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1 ANNOTATIONS, 57 n. 


Ananias, 49 n. 


Ananus, 49 n. 


ee . of Hippo, 57 n. 


B. 
Benſon, (Dr. Geo. ) 25 n. 
Borner, 26 n. N 
Bracton, (Hen. de,) 72 n. 73 n. 
Broughton, (Hugh,) 47 n. 


— / 
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Cornelius a Lapide, 53. 
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Fleta, 73 n. 

Fox, (reverend Francis,) 99 n. 
Prancowitz, (Mat. Flac.) 57 n. 58 n. 
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p | J. 
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Judgement of whole kingdoms and nations, c. 7 74 n. 
T Martyr, 21. | 

K. 

Koſter, 26n, 

Law of Liberty, 76 n. 86 n. 
Law of Nature, 88 n. 

Lightfoot, 59 n. 

Lorinus, 57. 


F 
Martin, (monſ.) 58 n. 
Mill, (Dr.) 26n. 


Pet. 2 and 3. MSS. fo called, 26 n. 


| f | | 8. 
Sommers, (lord,) 73. 
Syriac verſion, 25 n. 
1 
Tertullian, 21. Dy 
as. 

Whiſton, 54n. | 


Whitby, (Dr.) 59 n. 21. 25 0 1 4 85 | 5 
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Various T opics diſcuſſed in this Work. 


is | 1 

ANANT4S. See FRancowitz, MarrTix, allo | | 
high prieſt, judge, and magiſtrate. St. Paul's denuncia- | | fl 
tion againſt him juſtified by the event, 52 n. his 1 
injuſtice and cruelty towards the Chriſtians, 53 n. 4 
Apoſtles. Did not ſubmit themſelves to every ordi- | 
nance of man without exception, 78 & ſeq, _ | 
Author. A learned and reverend correſpondent differs ! 
from him in his notions of flavery, 4; his character | 
of that correſpondent, 5 ; conceſſions of his, 6, 133 | 1 
reaſons for not anſwering a letter from him at the | 
time of receiving it, ib. his deſign in this treatiſe is to | 
demonſtrate the abſolute illegality of ſlavery among : 1 


Chriſtians, 7; eſteems both maſter and ſlaves as 
brethren, 12; his reaſons for printing his Remarks 


on the Crown Law prior to this tract, 91 n. | | | 


Ss, God alone their judge, 26. 


N 
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C. | 
Chrif. His diſciples had no commiſſion to alter the 
temporary conditions of men, 7 ; claimed no autho- | 
rity to diſpenſe with the Moſaic law, 62 n. 


Conſcienct. Only an effect of human reaſon, 86. 


Correſpondent of the Author's; See Author. Doch not 
think Chriſtianity releaſed ſlaves, & c. 6; an opinion 
of his examined, 18 n. & ſeq. another, zo n. & ſeq. 


9. 


i Ditici of plicabitiry, ſubmiſſion, au patience, too 


commonly miſunderſtood or rejected by the Chriſtian 
| Worle, bes 


Edward, (St.). The ſtritaeſs of his law a 
kings, 74 & ſeq. 


Egyptian Bondage. A type of our ſpiritual ſervitude to 
the Ry of mankind, 3 


F. 
Fear. That we have of a tyrant very. liferent. from | 
that we have of a good magiſtrate, 125. | 
Francewitz, (Mat. Flac.) His opinion 4 st. Paul's 
anſwer to Ananias, 57 n. 


Freedom. The attainment of it legHlly enjoined fer- 
vants by St. Paul, | 12, 16, 


Fig 


1 «it; SE 
G. 


GOD, Submiſſion in ſervants enjoined for conſcience 


ſake towards him, 15 & ſeq. maſters and ſervants 


equal in his fight, 17. See Believers, Judge. 
8 and evil, See Naar. 


Good 


| 1 
Good nen. From whence their zeal ariſes for juſt and 
cequitable laws, 42. 


; Grativs. Quoted by Dr. Whitby concerlng St, Paul's 
reply to Ananias, 59 0 | 


II. | 
5 prief. St. Paul's ſpirited but captious behaviour 
before him, 46 & ſeq, did not attem pt to excuſe or 
apologize for it, 47 & ſeq. 67 ; the juſtneſs of that 
behaviour, Fe 60. 90; Lorinus? paraphraſe of the 
apoſtle' s reply to him, 57 ; which is ſtrictly conſo- 
"nant to reaſon and natural right, 59 ; our Lord's be- 
haviour, in the ſame predicament, exactly ſimilar, . 
60 & ſeq. the apoſtle's behaviour not inconſiſtent 
with his doctrine, Rom. xiii. 68 & ſeq. which be- 
| haviour he afterwards defended before Felix, 79 n. 


Fews. Not to be fold as e 18, 19, 20. Sec 

© Slavery, 

Ijuſtice. Cenſuring bad magiſtrates may tend to check 

its progreſs, 87 ; which is the duty of every man, 89. 

Interrogatorien. Their illegality, 64. 

Judge. One who perverts judgement degrades him- 

ſelf from his office, 55; our Saviour's character of 
ſuch, 61 & ſeq. who cannot be deemed miniſters of 
- God in 6 any reſpect, 71. 


159 


"Kings. Are not miniſters of God when they act contrary 
to law, 72; and ſee the notes on that and the ſuc- 

ceeding page. See Edward (St.); not ' worthy the 
name of a king, 75 ; but are minifters of the devil, 
and unworthy of . while chey do evil, ib. 


N 2 51 


[| 10 J 


15 5 

Law. A notorious breach of it by a ruler is a tempo- 
., difqualification, 55+ See Kings, Edvard (St. J 
1 * it is to be a ſo, 56. 


e Their Nl not incoukficht with 
_ Chriſtian paſlive obecence, on & eq. * one. 
See Fear, Injuſtice. 

Marin, (monſ.). Agrees with M. Flac, U 
Grotius, Whitby, & c. concerning St. Paul's reply. 
to Ananias, 58n. 

Maſters, See GOD, Slavery. 

Miniſters of God. See Kings. 

Miniſters of the devil. See Kings. 


n O. 

Obedience. See Servants. . _ | 

Opp effion. That practiſed by the flave-holders no | 
more juſtified by the New Teſtament than that of 
e or . 41. t 


Paſſive obedience. see Magiftrates. Not due to evil 
magiſtrates, 77 & ſeq. as £1 18 

Patience. See Duties. | 

Patriotiſm. The proper ground for i it, 77. | 

Paul, (St.). His zeal for the Roman liberty, 42; his 
_ Chriſtian patience and meekneſs under perſonal in- 
- Juries,, 43. 440 See high prieſt. His ee 

Tit. iii. 1. explained, 77. | 

Pater, (St.). His injunction, 1 Pet. li. 13 to 16. ex- 
plained, 79. 

Pri. The meaning of that word i in 1 Cor. vii. 23. 
examined, 21 & ſeq, | 

Q. 


wn 0. rf 


NES Serious ones to rhe loben, 39. & wha 


T's . r . , 
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Reaſon, Inherited by all men, except idiots or wad | 
men, 84. 89; which renders all men equal in the 
fight of God and the law, 85, See Conſcience. The 


talent for Which all men are accouptable, go, 


Keapal laau. No ſingle text to be doponded o on, b 
will not bear the teſt ae 28 8 eien een 
e See Law, bote 5 a4 55 


Savbedrim;- Its power and dignity, 811, 


Scripturet. Their honour what the author has moſt at J 


heart, 4. 
Servants, (Chriſtian). Their obedience frequently, i in- 


ſiſted on by St. Paul, 8 & ſeq. the ſubmiſſion re- 


quired of them does not imply the legality of ſlave- 


holding, 11; on what principles that ſubmiſſion is 
founded, 13 & ſeq. 24 n. which do not admit of any 


right or property in the maſter, 15; ſubmiſſion en- 


joined by St. Peter both to the good and bad maſter, 
for conſcience? ſake towards God, 15 & ſeq. See 
GOD, Slawery, Slawe-holders, Tyranny. 

| Slave-belders. Cannot avail themſelves of any of the 
texts relating to Chriſtian ſervants, 29. 38. See 


Queſtions, Oppreſſion. 


| Slavery. Some particular texts ſeem to prove the 
toleration of it amongſt the primitive Chriſtians, 3. 


See Author, No more than a ſtate of hired ſervitude 
among the Jews, 19 n. 21 n. the text 1 Tim. vi.. 2. 
no argument in favour of it, 24 & ſeq. that text in- 

| tended for ſervants, not maſters, 26; ſo underſtood 


by 
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by Dr. Hammond, 26; the texts which juſtify the 

ſlave's ſubmiſſion do not authorize the maſter's ty- 
ranny, 30. (See the whole note in that page.) 40. 

Subjection (unlimited). Inconſiſtent with the dignity 


of a Chriſtian, we _ N 7“ e ib. See 
N ITED | 


l T: | 

Tit See Price Slavery Wie, Paul, FIN 

| Thrants. See Fear. The folly and wickednen of 
abetting them, 76 charaReriſtics' of one; 91. 

Tyranny. The ſubmiſſion enjoined in * no 
Plex for it, 39. EF SN 


Whithy, (Dr.). Miſtakes the meaning of the text 
1 Cor. vii. 23, 21; is of the ſame opinion with 
Grotius concerning St. Paul's reply to Ananias, 59n. 


5  Whited wall. The Fe of n ws 06 wg os St, 
Paul, 52. 


THE EN p. 


B RRAT UM. 
Page 47, line 2, for hearſay, read hearing. 
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Trad#s by the ſame AuTnoR. 


Printed for B. WH IT E, at Hon A ck's-H EA D; 


Flee T- STREET, 


1. A Short Treatiſe on the Engliſh N Being 


an Attempt to render the Reading and 


e of the ſame more eaſy to 3 
| 1707: 


II. Remarks on ſeveral very important Prophecies, 
. firſt Edition, in 1768, (ſecond Edition, 1775.) 
This Book contains, iſt, Remarks on the Prophecy of Ifaiab vii, 


13-16.— That a Virgin ſhould conceive and bear a Son. adly, Re- 
marks on the Nature and Style of prophetical Writings, gdly, 


| Remarks on the Accompliſhment of Ifaiah's Prophecy, (vii. 8.) 


* Within threeſcore and five Years ſhall Ephraim be broken, that it 
& Be not a People.. gthly, On the Departure of the Sceptre and 
Lawgiver from Judah. gthly, A Confirmation of the above Re- 
marks by farther ante, drawn from the Prophets, &c. 


III. A Repreſentation of the Ivjuſtice and dangerous 


Tendency of Tolerating Slavery; or of admitting 

the leaſt Claim of Private Property in the Perſons of 

Men in Ex LAND. Being an Anſwer to an Opi- 

nion, given in the Year 1729, by the (then) Attor- 

- ney General and Solicitor General, concerning the 
Caſe of Slaves in Gx EAT-BRITAIN. 1769. 


This Tra& contains many Examples of the monſtrous Iniquity and 


Injuſtice of the Plantation Laws reſpecting Slaves; as alſo ſome 


Account of the gradual Abolition of the ancient Engliſh Slavery 
called ViLLENAGE, which was at length happily effected by the 
Wiſdom and Perſeverance of the Engliſh Courts of Common Law, 


IV. 3 concerning che 1 on the 
River Thames near Durbam- Tard. 1771. 0 


. 
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v. An Appendix to the Repreſentation of the Injuſtice 
and dangerous Tendency of tolerating Slavery. 
(See Number II. 1 772. 


VI. Remarks on th Opinions of ſome of the moſt 
celebrated Writers on Cxown Law, reſpecting the 
due Diſtinction between Manſlaughter and Murder; 
ſnewing that the Indulgence allowed by the Courts 
to voluntary Manſlaughter in Rencounters, Dus L8, 
&c. is indi/eriminate and without Foundation in Law 
and is alſo one of the principal Cauſes of the Conti- 
nuance and preſent Increaſe of the 520 and a; Ygrace- 
fil Practice of DUELLING. 1773. 


The peculiar Caſe of Gentlemen in the Army, reſpecting the Practice 


of Do II II xc, is carefully examined in this Tract; as alſo the 
Depravity and Folly of modern Men of Honour falſely lo called. 


VII. In two Parts. 1. A Declaration of the People's 


| Natural Right to a Share in the Legiſlature; which 
is the fundamental Principle of -e Britiſh Conflitu- 
tion of State. 2. A Declaration, or Defence, of the 
the ſame Dof@rine, when applied particularly to THE 
PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 1774. (2d Edition, 1775.) 


In theſe tws Pieces many Examples and Proofs are produced concerning 
the Parliamentary Rights of the People 5 via. That the Aſſent of the 
People is abſolutely neceſſary to render Laws valid: That a free 
and equal Repreſentation of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom is 

neceſſary for the Salvation of the State, and the Security of Peace 
and of Property : That the Repreſentatives of the People baveno /egal 
Right to give aſſent in any © new Device without Conference with 

i their Countries: That it is an ancient and juſt Right of the 

People to elect a new Parliament © every Year once, and more often 
& if Need be;” and that no Regulations whatſoever, wherein the 
Repreſentatives are made Judges of their ten Eleftions, can be ef- 
fectual againſt national Corruption! Examples are likewiſe here 
Nen of ſeveral ſurreptitious STATUTES that are void through 


the Want of due legal Mere; 3 and of Others that are vid by being 


unjuſt 


1 


unjuſt and repugnant to conflitutional Principles! The Danger of * 
ing fanding Armies is alſo demonſtrated, and the Wickedneſs and 
Impolicy ot Acting by national Corruption ! &, &c, | 
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Printed for B. WHITE, in Frazer Saree, md 
E. and C. DILLY, in the PouLTzy. 


VIII. The juſt Limitation of Slavery in the Laws of 
God, compared with the unbounded Claims of he 
African Traders and Britiſh American Slawt-holders. 
To this Piece is added a copious Appendix, containing, An Anſwer 
to the Rev. Mr. Thompſon's Tract in Favour of the African Slave- 
| Trade, Letters concerning the lineal Deſcent of the Negroes from the 
Sons of Ham. The Spaniſh Regulations for the gradual En- 
franchiſement of Slaves. A Propoſal, on the ſame Principles, for 
the gradual Enfranchiſement of Slaves in America, RtyorTs of 
| Determinations in the ſeveral Cox rs of Law w—_ IO &c, 


1576. 


IX. Tax Law of PASSIVE Oneviexce; or Chriltan 
Submiſſion to perſonal Injuries : 


| Wherein is ſhewn that the ſeveral Texts of Scripture, which e 
the entire Submiſſion of Servants or Slaves to their Maſters, cannot 
authorize the latter to exact an involuntary Servitude, nor in the 
leaſt Degree juſtify the Claims of modern Slawe-ho/ders; and alſo 
that the ſeveral Texts, which enjoin Submiſſion to Rulers, Magiſtrates, 
&c. do not in any Reſpect authorize the cangerous Doctrine of an 
unlimited paſſive Obedience. | 


X. « Tus Law or LiserTY ;“ or (as it is called „ 
Scripture by way of Eminence) * the Royal Law,” 
by which all Mankind will certainly be ;udged ! 


[4] 

XI. Taz Law or ReTzIBUTION ; or a ſerious Warn- 
ing to Great- Britain and her ee founded on un- 
queſtionable Examples of Gop's temporal Vengeance 

againſt Tyrants, ä and Oppreſſors. 
1776. 
The Examples are ſelected from Prediftions, in the Old-Teftament, 
of national Judgements, which (being compared with the actual 
Accompliſhment) demonſtrate “ the ſure Word of Prophecy, as 


well as the immediate Interpoſition of divine Providence, to re- 
| compence impenitent ations according to their Works, 


———— — 


Tracls, by the ſame AuTuoR, now in the 
Preſs for Publication. 


XII. A Tract on the Law of Nature and Principles of 
Action in Man. 


XIII. Tux Casz or Saur; being an Appendage to 
the former Tract, wherein the compound Nature 
and various Principles of Action in Man (with the 
Reality of ſupernatural ſpiritual Influence, both good 
and bad) are proved by unqueſtionable Examples 
from the Hiſtory of that unfortunate Monarch, and 

| alſo from many other Parts of Scripture. 
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